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Cameroon 


AFP Reports ‘Violent Demonstrations’ in North 


AB1707184091 Paris AFP in French 1424 GMT 
17 Jul 91 


[Text] Yaounde, 17 Jul (AFP)}—Violent demonstrations 
broke out today in Ngaoundere (1,000 km north of 
Yaounde) following the arrest of two opposition party 
leaders on the orders of the governor of the province, Mr. 
Bernard Minelli Elomo. Demonstrators were protesting 
the governor's refusal to release the two local leaders of 
the National Union for Democracy and Progress 
(UNDP) and the Social Democratic Front (SDF). 


The crowd was marching this morning toward the gov- 
ernor’s offices when it was dispersed by tear gas and 
warning shots from security forces, but the situation 
remained tense, according to informed sources. Tension 
has prevailed since Monday in Meiganga (900 km east of 
Yaounde), where five persons were ki!led and more than 
50 wounded during violent clashes between groups who 
support and those who are hostile to the government. 
Governor Elomo ts expected tomorrow to lead a delega- 
tion of reconciliation to Meiganga to try to restore peace 
in the town, the national radio said. 


* Biya’s Refusal To Talk Increases Tensions 
YIAFI228A Paris JEUNE AFRIQUE ECONOMIE 
in French Jun 91 pp 144-145 


{Article by Jean-Vincent Tchienehom: “This County 
Thirsts for Dialogue’’—first paragraph is JEUNE 
AFRIQUE ECONOMIE introduction] 


[Text] It 1s a return to the sunlight. Benefiting from the 
amnesty, the “April prisoners’—who were believed to 
have disappeared—and exiles will regain their rights. 
Paris, London, Ouagadougou, Ngaoundere, Garoua, 
Maroua. We have been to visit them. 


There have been days of rage in Douala, Bamenda, 
Garoua, and Yaounde.... Every day the events unfold, 
further strengthening those who believe that Paul Biya’s 
government has lost the initiative. During the month of 
May 1991, opposition reached a state of frenzy, going 
much beyond the framework of just the political groups. 
From now On every stratum in society will be in the 
opposition and will openly resist. In this respect 
Cameroon has its surprises. But it also saddens the 
observer, it even worries him. 


Indeed, with its capacity to mobilize, this people has 
offered a pleasant surprise. Such as on 19 May, when 
people by the tens of thousands came peacefully into the 
Streets in the name of freedom and democracy. What 
determination! What a spirit of organization! Most 
assuredly, Cameroonians of every background and every 
Status now seem to have a clear notion of what they want 
and what they do not want. During the demonstration 
the tight crowd control made it possible to avoid all 
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provocation and thus new fatalities. This 1s also the way 
in which one can judge the maturity of an opposition. No 
one can argue any longer that the opposition that 1s 
defying the sitting Yaounde government ts irresponsible. 
Nor can they argue that the national conference i 1s 
demanding is superfluous, since it 1s absolutely clear that 
this country has a genuine thirst for dialogue and con- 
sultation and a family washing of all the dirty linen, 
which has been piling up tor several years. 


Choosing the schedule for the democratization process 
can no longer be the province of a single camp or only 
those who hold power because, as of today, the voice of 
the people is being heard, and it must be listened to. 


Alas, Cameroon saddens the observer, too. Because the 
political discourse, in any event the discourse in the 
flyers and other pamphlets in circulation everywhere in 
the country, 1s heavily tinged ‘vith tribalism and region- 
alism. Their anonymous writers answer one another 
back and forth in macabre exchanges, which try to 
compete in the area of hatred and animosity. The 
opposition, which suspects certain leading figures in the 
chief of state’s entourage of contributing to this lacer- 
ating divisive literature, has openly accused President 
Biya of leading the country to the brink of civil war. 
According to the opposition, these “hardliners” in the 
presidential entourage believe thal any Opposition to the 
government endangers Beti leadership and thus repre- 
sents a wish (on the part of other unnamed ethnic 
groups) to seize power. If, by definition, these anony- 
mous flyers cannot be attributed to anyone, their tone 
makes it easy to guess where they came from. From going 
through them one could conclude that as of today 
Cameroon 1s split into two hostile blocs ready to wage a 
merciless war. On one side there 1s the chief of state and 
his supporters, the Betis (of the center and south), and on 
the other side there are all the other groups, which make 
up the nation. These pamphlets are at least proof that in 
Cameroon extremism 1s to be found in every camp. 


It 1s a sad image, One which the May demonstrations 
happily mitigated: among those demonstrating none of 
Cameroon's ethnic components was missing, just as they 
are all represented on the staffs of the main recognized 
political parties or those expected to become so. That 1s 
to say, all Betis (even in the president's entourage) are 
not necessarily won over to the notion of division, far 
from tt. 


In some |: -ts some pessimists state that the tribal war 
has alrecu, begun. By sounding alarmist, this perception 
of current tensions draws even more attention to the 
risks such discourse could pose for the country. In itself, 
tribalizing the debate is a serious mistake, One which 
some have been tempted to attribute to Paul Biya, to the 
extent that Biya has not found it useful to openly 
condemn these excesses. Now some of the information 
behind these flyers is frightening. Do they not say that 
the government's “hardliners” are quietly arming one 
segment of the population in the expectation of a true 
civil war? It 1s disquieting to note that the government 
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allows the flyers to circulate and does not take the 
initiative lO reassure ils people, who can now imagine 
the worst. The dialogue between tie government and this 
increasingly bigger segment of the population that 1s the 
popular opposition being effectively broken off, the 
Streets believe they have the duty to suggest that the chief 
of state leave the government. Some of the demonstra- 
tors in Douala wore red badges on their shirts. This was 
a symbol borrowed from soccer—Cameroon’s national 
“religion” —to indicate that Paul Biya has committed a 
serious foul and that as a consequence he must leave the 
field. At this point this ruling ts all the harsher because 
Paul Biya 1s supposed to be the referee. Yet most of the 
leaders of the Cameroonian opposition state that their 
aim 1S not to achieve his departure, not, in any event, by 
nondemocratic means. For the time being they will be 
pleased if they can give the chief of state a “yellow 
badge,” as a warning sign. But watch out: two, then three 
“yellow badges” will mean you are out. 


Reconciliation With a Bitter Taste 


So what did Paul Biya do with the huge popularity that 
followed his accession to power in November 1982? For 
these former admirers to threaten him with yellow or red 
badges today, somewhere in the body of Cameroon a 
String really has to have snapped. In these days of 
extreme tension, it would undoubtedly be good to know 
what the man in question thinks of his fellow citizens’ 
opinion, the opinion of those millions of Cameroonians 
who do not have a membership card from the Demo- 
cratic Rally of the Cameroonian People [RDPC] or have 
simply torn !t up 


As soon as the public and the players begin to oppose the 
referee, even the positive actions he carries out lose their 
value. This 1s undoubtedly why, at last, the decisions in 
the direction of democratization made in the last weeks 
by Paul Biya have gone unnoticed or almost so. This was 
the case with the amnesty that allowed the country’s last 
political prisoners to regain their freedom and that will 
doubtless allow the exiles and others who were sentenced 
in absentia to return to the told. The amnesty could have 
provided the whole country with the opportunity to 
regain its identity and become reconciled with itself and 
its past. But no one talks of it any more today. The fact 
is Cameroonians are waiting tor something else, they are 
expecting more. 


Our duty was to let those who have just gotten out of jail and 
some of those who will finally return to the fold speak. So 
JEUNE AFRIQUE ECONOMIE went to meet these people. 
Their stories are moving. Their opinion of the political 
decision and the law that has rehabilitated them 1s instruc- 
tive. Their perception of what is at stake now and in the 
future for Cameroon is not devoid of interest. 


FBIS-AFR-91-138 
18 July 1991 


Congo 


* Economy Sags; Congress Takes Control 
YIAF1I226A Paris JEUNE AFRIQUE ECONOMIE 
in French Jun 91 pp 132, 135 


[Article by Jean-Luc Clouard] 


[Excerpt] Since 25 February, the Congolese people have 
been living at the pace of the National Conference. After 
years of suffocation, now there is hyperventilation...in 
expectation of economic recovery 


In fact, the Congolese are participating in a collective 
“happening” that demonstrates that people's survival 
under a dictatorship incites, if not necessarily low or 
criminal behavior, at least compromises among those 
less restrained. In a regime in which the highest author- 
ities of the State manifestly engaged in blatant lies, 
prevarication, and expeditious measures, it 1s easier to 
shut one’s mouth than to fight. Bereft of duty, free will or 
Strength, to shut one’s eyes. The statements at the 
National Conference demonstrate this. Tomorrow per- 
haps, the courts first, and later history, will judge indi- 
vidual responsibilities. 


The Congolese President, a Target, Lives as a Recluse 


But although the Congolese people are suffering lockjaw 
with this incessant flow of words, it is clear that the 
Conference 1s nothing if not a Stage pre paring the way for 
the birth of a new regime. Because in addition to the 
responsibilities of those people being discussed at the 
forum, the target 1s nevertheless President Denis Sassou- 
Nguesso. Every day, the speakers meet to gnaw away 
more and more at some part of his power. How different 
it seems from the Chief of State's decree in February 
indicating what the Conference's role should be! Now 
that the opposition 1s making a common front, at least 
publicly, the ranks of the Congolese Labor Party (PCT, 
formerly the single party) seem less and less homoge- 
neous. For weeks now, the Congolese President has 
remained silent. Surrounded by his personal guard, who 
have been disarmed, and members of his family, he lives 
alone between the presidential palace and his private 
residence. The cogs of the state machinery no longer 
work. No decisions are being made. “If Sassou dared to 
venture into the city with his vehicle, the crowds would 
throw stones at him or even try to lynch him.” says a 
businessman. A completely unimaginable situation only 
a few weeks ago. 


Because the National Conference's sovereignty 1s today 
uncontested, no one any longer openly dares to criticize 
its authority. In mid-April it cancelled a football match 
that would have provoked tension between fans of the 
two teams. Because everyone understood that the prov- 
ocations would have opened the city up to fire and 
bloodshed, the decision was accepted without a com- 
plaint. One morning at the opening of the session, a 
student once again called in the name of his comrades for 
the state's accounts to be opened. “The students are 
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impatient and it is not inconceivable that trouble will 
occur,” he said. Mgr. Nkombo’s reply: “You will have 
noticed, this morning, the vice president's absence al the 
tribune. He has left to discuss this question with the 
relevant financial authorities.” Less than two hours later, 
the president of the Conference took the floor again to 
announce that the accounts would be opened the fol- 
lowing Friday. Cheers in the hall. Politically much more 
significant, on 16 April the National Conference adopted 
its orders of the day. Contrary to the PCT's wishes, a 
basic law will be drafted and a High Council of the 
Republic created. The consequences: the constitution 
will be abrogated and national institutions such as Par- 
lament, the Constitutional Council, and the regional 
people's councils will be dissolved. These decisions were 
not taken without protest. The representatives of the 
former single party did not approve the order ot the day, 
believing that dissolving these institutions could lead the 
country to a coup d'etat and insurrection. 


But although the Congolese people can breath, the country 1s 
increasingly sliding closer to paralysis. The economy, 
already totally moribund, has been reduced to its most basic 
elements. People no longer work and the future promises to 
be difficult. There will be no miracle. The need 1s spoken of 
to find a prime minister, knowledgeable and competent. No 
one doubts that in a state ruled by law, illegal commercial 
activities, exemptions, abuse, mistreatment, corruption, 
and smuggling of all kinds would cease. At least, most of it. 
But tomorrow, when the hour approaches for the structural 
adjustment plan, the return to operations of the public 
functions, the decreased number of officials, the Congo will 
confront another task: increase the rate of growth, or per- 
haps closer to true economic reality, improve the Congolese 
people's quality of life. In this respect, words do not suffice 
Acts are required. At the risk that the enormous hope born 
of the National Conference be in vain. [passage omitted] 


* Journalists Conference Urges Press Freedom 


YIAF1226B Paris JEUNE AFRIQUE ECONOMIE in 
French Jun 91 p 134 


[Text] The National Conference offers local journalists 
the opportunity for professional revenge. Not only have 
new publications flourished in the last few weeks, but 
today four professional associations are participating in 
the debates at the Palace of the Congress: The Associa- 
tion of African Communications Professionals (APAC), 
the Association of Information and Communications 
Professionals (APIC), Press and Public Relations (PRP), 
and the Association of Cultural Chroniclers (ACC). In 
the view of APAC Vice President Paulette Yambo., 
former Congolese television journalist now responsible 
for communications for the Economic and Social 
Council (CES) President, her association has a two-fold 
objective. It must ensure professional training for 
women working in communications and monitor the 
image of women as it appears in the media. As with 
numerous other organizations, the APAC has decided to 
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take advantage of the extraordinary audience that the 
National Conference brings to it, to promote the ideas 
that its adherents support. “There 1s a great deal to do,” 
Paulette Yambo explains, “in recognizing that currently 
the message “il’s not getting through very well.” 


But although Paulette Yambo first establishes her com- 
mitment to supporting and promoting women, she does 
not forget that she remains a journalist. The National 
Conference has caused “years of muzzling, conditioning, 
official censorship and self-censorship to blow up,” she 
claims. After several minutes of silence, she concludes by 
agreeing to describe the function of the press during the 
time of the former regime. Nothing we do not already 
know, but her statements take On a distinctive tone when 
mentioning certain officials responsible for the censor- 
ship, who are also present at the Conference. Paulette 
Yambo recounts that Denis Sassou-Nguesso’s military 
never hesitated to imprison journalists, torture some of 
them, or force them to make changes. The insidious 
censorship also consisted of muting them whenever a 
change in regime occurred, under the pretext that they 
could not help but be in the service of the previous 
official, and sanctioning them for radio or television 
broadcasts in which fallen officials appeared, or simply 
for not dedicating a sufficient number of lines to the 
rendering of an official speech 


To prevent this situation from arising again—and “the 
risks of backsliding are even greater in an emerging 
democracy,” Paulette Yambo recognizes—the journalist 
associations have developed three proposals. They hope 
that an article in the future constitution will deal explic- 
itly with freedom of the press. They call for the creation 
of a Supreme Audiovisual Council, and the iastitution of 
a press law 


Zaire 


‘Army’ Said Poised To Aid National Conference 


4B170718159] London BRC World Service in English 
ISIS GMT 17 Jul 91 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] Some members of the Zaire opposition are now 
trying a bit of saber-rattling to get President Mobutu to 
hold a national conference. A meeting of a coalition of 
Opposition parties 1s going On in Kinshasa to discuss 
tactics, and the leader of one of the opposition parties, 
the Movement of Socialist Fighters, has come out with a 
threat of force. From Kinshasa, Busongo Buyeme telexed 
this report: 


{Begin studio announcer recording] The president of the 
Movement of Socialist Fighters, Colonel Charles Kapepe 
Ebonga, who 1s also a former officer in the Katanga 
Gendarmes, said that the Socialist Fighters had an army 
outside Zaire that was ready to intervene on behalf of the 
opposition coalition if necessary. Col. Kapepe said that 
the revelation of the existence of his army was by way of 
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a reply to President Mobutu, who has based his power on 
the Zairois Armed Forces, which had kept him in gov- 
ernmer’ Col. Kapepe’s army, according to him, is made 
up of former Katangan gendarmes whom, he said, were 
no longer loyal to their commanding officer, who had 
now made a deal with Mobutu. 


The opposition coalition meeting has continued 
throughout today and will be concluded tomorrow with 
the adoption of what the opposition has called a 
common program to fight against dictatorship and force 
the holding of a national conference. [end recording] 


Political Parties Debate Ends in Confusion 


AB1707134591 Dakar PANA in French 1421 GMT 
15 Jul 91 


[Text] Kinshasa, 15 July (AZAP/PANA)}—The “Forum” 
program organized by Tele-Zaire on the theme “Of the 
Sovereignty of the National Conference,” which wit- 
nessed the participation of delegates from over 60 polit- 
ical groups, ended in total confusion about 50 minutes 
after it began. The confusion is attributable to the poor 
preparation of the program on the part of the organizers 
who called more than 60 political parties together for a 
two-hour debate, rendering practically impossible the 
task of the moderator, who was also confronted with 
intolerance on the part of some participants. 


The program, produced by Mr. Kwebe Kimpele, an 
independent journalist, was nevertheless credited with a 
very supportive audience throughout the country as a 
result of the participation, for the first time, of represen- 
tatives from the radical opposition, including the Union 
for Democracy and Social Progress, U DPS; the Christian 
Social Democratic Party, PDSC; the Patriotic Front; and 
the Popular Movement for the Revolution, MPR. 


The representatives of the so-called small parties said 
they were somewhat overlooked and made to feel mar- 
ginal by being put in the back, while the “top ones” of 
the opposition were at the vanguard and sought to 
monopolize the debates to their advantage. The orga- 
nizers promised to make up by scheduling a series of 
similar transmissions in the coming days but with a more 
restricted number of protagonists. 


Opposition Leader Criticizes Government ‘Maneuvers’ 
AB1707171091 Dakar PANA in French 1340 GMT 
1S Jul 91 


[Text] Kinshasa, 15 Jul (AZAP/PANA)}—Mr. Neguz A 
Karl-I-Bond, chairman of the Union of Federalists and 
Independent Republicans (UFERI), on 13 July in Kin- 
shasa denounced the maneuvers of the authorities, who 
“are using ruse and corruption to sway some members of 
the ‘hard-core’ parties (UFERI, the Union for Demo- 
cratic and Social Progress, the Social Christian Demo- 
cratic Party, and the Unified Lumumbist Party) by 


FBIS-AFR-91-138 
18 July 1991 


getting them to participate in a national union govern- 
ment prior to a sovereign national conference. 


In the face of the serious socioeconomic crisis into which 
the country has sunk, the authorities want to patch up 
relations with the “hard-core” part of the opposition in 
order to have access to financing and support from the 
Belgian Government, he said in sum. The UFERI 
chairman added that the Belgian Government's support 
for the Zairian economy has been made conditional on 
the sovereignty of the national conference, as proposed 
by the “hard-core” part of the opposition, and an inquiry 
into the events at Lubumbashi and Mbuji-May). 


The sovereignty of the national conference must remain 
the victory of the people, who are demanding it at all 
costs, he said. He also stated that no one but the people 
can abolish the national conference or demand a refer- 
endum on the decisions that come out of it. 


Finally, Mr. Nguz denounced the law-enforcement agen- 
cies and accused them of resorting to violence against the 
defenseless civilian population. He also denounced 
monopolization of the national radio and television by 
the authorities. 


* Preconditions Set for Opposition Role 


9) 4F1227A Brussels LE SOIR in French 
30 May 91 p 7 


{Article by Veronique Kuesel: “Zaire: National Confer- 
ence Threatened; The United Opposition Front Has Left 
the Preparatory Commission” ] 


[Text] Henceforth Zaire’s political future, in the short or 
long term, seems to rest on the famous national confer- 
ence which in theory was supposed to open in Kinshasa 
in the days to come. As in the other African countries 
that have already experienced it, this conference was 
supposed to help study the errors of the past and lay 
down the more democratic foundation for a new organi- 
zation of the country. But, for it to be truly effective, the 
conference must fulfill certain conditions, notably that 
of sovereignty. 


A conference preparatory commission was set up and 
resumed its work on Monday, 20 May, to work on all the 
theoretical and practical issues still pending. But this 
work was not easily accomplished inasmuch as the 
following day, Tuesday, 2! May, the United Opposition 
Front published a communique in which it announced 
its decision to suspend “its role in the work of the 
preparatory commission as long as the five following 
preconditions are not met: |) a formal pledge to amend 
the language of the presidential orders setting up and 
convening the national conference, to which full sover- 
eignty must be granted and whose decisions must be 
enforceable; 2) an equal division (17-17) of the 34 seats 
reserved for the political parties; 3) the free and demo- 
cratic election of the Preparatory Commission's execu- 
tive board; 4) the withdrawal of Mr. Kisimba Ngoy as a 
possible chairman of the Preparatory Commission.” The 
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final point demanded the immediate release of Mr. 
Essolomwa, the head of the newspaper ELIMA, who had 
been arreste? but has since been released. 


This public statement would only be one of the many 
enisodes along the path to establishing democracy if it 
had not been issued by the United Opposition Front, 
which includes 14 opposition parties, among them the 
most “serious” and the most representative: the Union 
for Democracy and Social Progress [UDPS], the Demo- 
crat and Social Christian Party [PDSC], the Union of 
Independent Federalists and Republicans [UFERI], the 
United Lumumbist Party [PALU], and the Lumumba 
Congolese National Movement [MNC-Lumumba]. As of 
the most recent news reports, the parties had not reached 
any agreement. If this split were to continue, the entire 
national conference would be threatened. Indeed, how 
could a conference of this sort be imagined without the 
participation of the most credible segment of the oppo- 
sition, the only segment that has succeeded in assembling 
several tens of thousands of people at rallies and other 
mass demonstrations? 


A conference that would only bring the People’s Move- 
ment of the Revolution [MPR], the former sole party 
chaired once again by Mobutu, face to face with the 
dozens of small MPR satellite parties would only be a 
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parody of a national conference, from which nothing 
essential could emerge. Thus the entire peaceful formu- 
lation of a new Zaire, which, given the current unrav- 
eling, 1s Most urgent, would be compromised... 


Furthermore, yesterday one of the witnesses to the 
events in Lubumbashi, Brother Digekisa, held a press 
conference in Brussels. Having been imprisoned for 11 
months in Zaire, on 2 May he escaped together with the 
soldier charged with guarding him. Having been joined 
by the secretary of the student union of which Mr. 
Digekisa is the president, the three went to Brazzaville, 
where they took refuge at the Belgian embassy. The three 
men are al present in Belgium seeking political asylum. 


And yesterday Brother Digekisa accused President 
Mobutu and his entourage of having financed the puni- 
tive expedition which, according '> him, brought about 
at least 100 deaths. On the night in question, after having 
seen “masked soldiers and civilians penetrate the 
campus,” the brother counted three bodies himself and it 
was after he had heard accounts by other students that he 
reached the figuie of 100. Finally the brother stated that 
“according to a source close to President Mobutu's 
entourage, the marshal was reported to have decided to 
punish the students after a meeting at his secret staff 
headquarters in Kinshasa....” 
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Djibouti 


UNHCR Official Denies "Nearly 250° Killed 
£.41707214091 Dubout Radio Dubouti in Somaii 
L700 GMI U7 Jul 91 


{Text} It has been reported by some international news 
agencies that nearly 250 people were killed in the clashes 
that took place in Dyibowi city. The agencies allege that 
the reports emanated from the UN High Commissioner 
for Refugees [U NHCR] headquarters in Geneva. They 
allege that the clashes involved the Issas and Oromos 


This is a most amazing, naked lie, said (Vander Van), the 
UNHCR acting representative in Dybouti city. He 
described the reports as baseless and unfounded and said 
that they had been concocted tor ulterior motives. He 
pointed out that such reports are far from the truth and 
are aimed at creating nonexistent stories 


(Vander Van) expressed his office’s displeasure at the 
allegations against Djibouti. For this reason, he said, the 
lL NHCR’s branch office has apologized to the Republic 
of Djibouti. He added that the UNHCR branch office in 
Dyibout: does not have reports that differ from those 
released by the Djibouti leaders on the clashes that took 
place in some parts of Dyibouts 


[Pans AFP in French at 1710 GMT on 17 July, ina 
Dy bouti-datelined item, reports the tollowing: “The 
outcome of the clashes last week in Djibouti: between the 
Issa and Oromo groups 1s one dead and 15 wounded, not 
between one and 20 dead as was indicated today by a 
UNHCR spokesman in Geneva, according to an official 
source in Dyboutt. The UNHCR spokesman, com- 
menting on the information given in Geneva stating that 
there had been 250 victims in the fighting, admitted that 
the humanitarian organization had been ‘grievously mis- 
taken’ about the casualties in the clashes. He added 
however, that the fighting caused between one and 20 
deaths, which the Dyibouts Government has tormally 
denied. The government maintains that their account ot 
the fighting issued on Saturday 1s correct.”’] 


Somali Reconciliation Conference Agrees on Agenda 


£41707193291 Dythouti Radio Duhouti in Somali: 
LOO GMT 17 Jul 91 


[Text] The groups from Somalia taking part in the 
Somali national reconciliation conterence today agreed 
on a five-point agenda 


|. What to do about Mohamed Siad Barre, the tormer 
Somali president, and his supporters, and how to take a 
common stand on this: 

2. The restoration of peace and security, 

3. The issues of Somali national unity. 

4. The formation of a transitional coalition government 
5. Discussions on matters affecting the general situation 
in Somaha. The Somali groups held talks behind closed 
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doors this afternoon. The second Djibouti: Somali recon- 
ciation conference, which had originally been sched- 
uled to last for four days and to be concluded tomorrow, 
might be extended in light of the serious debate taking 
place. 


* Influx of Refugees Heightens Vulnerability 
Y)4F 12494 Parts LE MONDE in French 3 Jul 91 p § 


{Article by Catherine Simon, special correspondent in 
Dyibout: “Sleepless Nights in Djibouti” —first para- 
graph is LE MONDE introduction] 


[Text] A national conference that 1s tc debate the future 
of Ethiopia and designate a new transition government 
opened on Monday, | July, in Addis Ababa, with the 
interim head of state, Mr. Meles Zenawi, presiding. 
Twenty-four ethnic or political organizations are taking 
part in the conference. Certain opposition movements, 
however, have been sidelined: The representatives of the 
Eritrean People’s Liberation Front (EPLF) are present as 
observers. The conference will be decisive for all the 
countries in the Horn of Afmca, particularly Dybout: 
where the repercussions of the Ethiopian and Somalhan 
crises are making themselves telt 


Dyibouti—"Peace, extinguish this fire, return to the coun- 
try.” intones the singer of one of the country’s most popular 
groups. Dinkara, his cheek bulging with a ball of khat (the 
local stimulant), a microphone in one hand and the futa (the 
traditional dress) in the other, as he rehearses in cramped 
quarters near the mosque in “District 4.° His lyrics, on the 
Somali, Afar, and Arabic languages. tell of elusive peace and 
anxiety in the face of an obstructed future: “You tell me not 
to lag behind, to keep up with my times. What, then, 1s 
holding back time” 


The uneasiness that pervades Dyibouts, cultivated over a 
long period of time by the political world’s players and 
observers, 1S no longer entirely overstated, untortu- 
nately. Recent events in Somalia and Ethiopia have 
rekindled ut. The tall of President Siad Barre mn January 
and the fall of Mengistu Hatle Mariam in May have 
made evident once again the vulnerability of Dyibout, a 
minuscule republic whose borders offer no more protec- 
tion against the khamsin (the “SO-day wind” from the 
desert) than they do against the columns of refugees or 
routed soldiers 


“We are in the eve of the hurricane,” President Gouled 
Aptidon likes to say. “Whenever a crisis breaks out in 
one of the neighboring countries, the repercussions are 
felt here.” he emphasizes. A glance at a map proves him 
right. For how much longer will this tiny nation (no 
larger than Brittany) located at the outlet of the Red Sea 
be able to withstand the region's squalls’ Its population 
of half a million carries litthe weight neat to explosive 
Ethiopia's SO million and the nearly 10 millon in 
rebellious Somalia 
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It 1s easy tO smagine the panic that took hold of the local 
authorities when they were informed at the end of May 
that several tens of thousands of “refugees” were 
crossing the border in close ranks with weapons, tanks, 
and baggage, fleeing the Assab region in Ethiopia which 
had fallen into the hands of the Eritrean rebels. 


Were the troops of Ethiopia's former governmental army 
merely seeking to “pass through Djibouti” —a “conve- 
nient shortcut” from one region to another (while Dji- 
boutian military personnel, aided by their French col- 
leagues, simply “kept the flow moving” in the 
uncharitable words of an opponent)? Or, as is asserted in 
high places in Dyibouts, did the Ethiopian columns hope 
to reach the city of Dyrbouti, bringing with them the risk 
of looting? Whatever the case, Dyibouti’s image ts that of 
a weakened and humiliated country. 


Without the intervention of the French Forces stationed 
in Dyibout: (FFSD4J), the disaster would have been total. 
The malaise was made worse by controversy over the 
treatment shown to these “temporary guests” seen as a 
new “burden.” It 1s said that the majority of the some 
40,000 Ethiopian civilians and soldiers “welcomed” in 
Djibouti were sent back to their country—not io Assab, 
but towards Dire-Dawa 


The distribution of voluntary repatriation forms by the 
High Commissioner for Refugees (HCR) did not begin 
until the end of June when 8,000 to 10,000 refugees 
remained on Dyiboutian soil. “When | arrived in Yoboki 
on 28 May.” said Mr. Marcel Lukika, a representative of 
the HCR, “between 35,000 and 40,000 persons were 
there. | explained to the military personnel that these 
people must be given the choice between staying or 
leaving.” Was his advice followed to the letter by the 
Dyiboutian Army” There 1s reason to doubt. “No indi- 
vidual interviews took place.” Mr Lukika affinned. 


The mission of the French military, dubbed “Operation 
Godoria,” essentially consisted of disarming the “refu- 
gees” and in dispensing food aid and medical care to 
them. The operation officially extended no farther north 
than Ali Sabieh. “That 1s where we handed the refugees 
over to the Dyiboutian Army, which took them into their 
care in larson with the HCR.” explained General Yvon 
Coppin, head of the FFSDJ 


Like a Cauldron 


Diplomatic pressure exerted by Paris and the vigilance 
of the French military in the field will have no doubt 
contributed equally to the “preservation of the repub- 
lic.” Even more likely, they will have served to limit the 
damage and avoid any conspicuous “mistakes” in the 
humanitarian arena 


The instability that prevails in the neighboring countries 
is NOt conducive to optimism. In Somalia, the victory of 
former rebels of the powerful Ishaak clan, which now 
controls the north in its entirety, caused thousands of 
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civihans to flee towaré Djibouti. They belong to dif- 
ferent, if not rival, clans, particularly the Gadaboursis 
and, most of all, the Issas (Mr. Gouled’s clan). 


Were it not for this “family tie,” the taboo against granting 
refugee status to immigrants to Djibouti would probably not 
have been lifted so quickly. The installation of three camps 
by the HCR for some 17,000 Issa refugees in January and 
April constitutes a formidable precedent. What justification 
can be given for refusing to open additional camps’ Today. 
the number of immigrants with or without status 1s thought 
to be nearly 100,000, about 20 percent, perhaps even 25 
percent, of the total population 


Dyiboutians, only 40,000 of whom have steady incomes, 
look very unfavorably on the “generosity” extended to 
their foreign guests. In certain districts of the capital, the 
distribution of food rations (supphed by the United 
Nations and intended for refugees without status) often 
leads to rioting. Several weeks ago, jobless young people 
demonstrated against those who “steal jobs” by coming 
here. At the rate things are going, gangs of hoodiums— 
like the famous “Lions 45° who make sporadic raids on 
the suburbs—are very likely to multiply. 


“Dyibouts 1s like a boiling cauldron. There are no exter- 
nals signs. But the day the lid comes off, there could be 
a terrible explosion,” predicts one observer. The lack of 
a dialogue on social issues—a grievance to a growing 
number of Dyiboutians—has dangerously fanned old 
tribal resentments. The presence of six Afar ministers in 
the government and the skillful distribution of seats in 
Parliament ensuring multiclan representation no longer 
seem enough to soothe tensions. 


“All those high-ranking people have one thought in 
mind: to fill their own pockets. They have no real role,” 
Suy SoOMe angry members of the Afar community. “You 
know, the Afars are like the people of Marseille.” a 
French resident responded. “Give them the moon, and 
they want the sun thrown inte the bargain'” These 
extreme opinions are not shared by everyone. But what- 
ever their positions, Dyiboutians seem to agree on one 
point: Political liberalization 1s urgent. 


“Islam, our religion, has determined the age of majority 
to be 14. The Republic of Djibouti ts 14 years old and 
has therefore come of age.” Its “people must not be kept 
in a State of inferiority under the yoke of the one-party 
system.” With these few lines, read before the congress of 
the People’s Rally for Progress (RPP), the party in 
power, the Afar legislator Mohamed Ahmed Issa 
(“Cheko™) killed two birds with one stone, becoming a 
thorn in the side of certain RPP party bosses and the star 
of working-class neighborhoods 


Mr. Mohamed Moussa Ali Tourtour, a former presidential 
adviser, was less fortunate when he attempted to implement 
that idea. Arrested on & April, he has not still been released 
According to a reliable source, he is being “held” at Obock 
No charge has been drawn up against him. It 1s a surprising 
“blunder” on the part of the local authorities, all the more so 
because the Movement for Unity and Democracy seems not 
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to have attracted many followers: Mr. Tourtour is an Issa 
and a close relative to the head of state, is he not? But there 
is no justification for what some dissidents aie calling a 
“totally arbitrary art.st.” 


The government's tougher tone is surprising. President 


Gouled, known for his “wisdom” and his “sense of 


dialogue,” makes no secret of his reservations with 
regard to a multsparty system. “People can express their 
views through the party's organizations!” he maintains. 
“If our citizens were to become favorable to the creation 
of a multiparty system, we would not be opposed,” he 
nonetheless concedes. In May, despite this apparent 
good will, he dismissed his minister of the interior, Mr. 
Khaire Allale Hared, whose proliberal views had won 
him the respect of the political world’s players and 
observers and the trust of the Afar community. 


A’ ar of Secession 


“Afncan heads of state either make a dignified departure 
from power, as did Leopold Senghor, or cling to power 
and succumb, as did Siad Barre,” a politician remarked. 
President Gouled has nut reached that point. His term 
expires in 1993 and, no matter what may be rumored, it 
seems improbable that he will seek another term in spite 
of his age (75). The names of possible successors are 
already circulating: Mr. Ismael Guedi Hared, the presi- 
dent's principal private secretary; Mr. Moumim Bahdon 
Farah, minister of foreign affairs, Mr. Ismael Omar 
Guelleh, minister of the interior; and Mr. Mohamed 
Jama Elabe, minister of health. 


Whatever the case, the future of Djibouti depends more 
than ever on the way the regional situation wii evolve 
Until Ethiopia's and Somalia's new leaders exchange 
their combat uniforms for statesman-like suits, the 
Republic of Djibouti may experience a few sleepless 
nights. France is following matters closely. Its military 
presence (3,850 men), its technical support (400 tech- 
nical assistants), and its financial support (170 million 
francs in 1991 from all sources combined) place France 
in control of the game. Recent demands by Paris for 
austerity and accountability have taken their first victim: 
the Army, which will no longer be able to exceed its 
budget allocation without being called to account. 


Ethiopia 


5 Oromo Organizations Sign Unity Agreement 


EA1707201391 Addis Ababa Voice of Ethiopia 
Network in Amharic 1700 GMT 17 Jul 91 


[Text] Five Oromo liberation organizations today signed an 
agreement in Addis Ababa with the help of elders. The 
agreement provides for the five Oromo liberation organiza- 
tions and others to create a unity based on mutual trust and 
interests and to unite to uphold the democratic rights, 
freedom, and equality of the Oromo peoples. 
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In the document they signed, whict calls for coopera- 
tion, unity, and solidarity, they agreed that no one group 
should denigrate the history and name of any other 
group and tha’ they should all v.ork for the achievement 
of their objectives. The five organizations said in the 
agreement that they would respect the rights of any 
individual living in the area dominated by the Oromo 
people and the rights of people other than the Oromo to 
coexist in love and to care for each other. 


The five organizations which adopted the document, 
which has a preamble and seven articles, are: 


1. The Islamic Oromia Liberation Front, IFLO: 
2. The United Oromo People’s Liberation, VOPL: 
3. The Oromo Liberation Front, OLF: 


4. The Oromo People’s Demv-ratic Organization, 
OPDO, 


§. The Oromo Aba Liberation Front, OALF. 


The representatives of the five organizations who signed 
the document were: 


1. General Wako Butu, representative of the UOPL; 


2. Haji Umar Muhammad Isma‘il, representative of the 
IFLO, 


3. Mr. Lencho Lesa, representative of the OLF; 


4. Mr. Muhammad Siraj Hay: Isaaq, representative of the 
OALF, 


§. Mr. Kuma Demeksa, representative of the OPDO. 


Uganda 


Rebe! Commander Surrenders With 13 Troops 


F£.41707200091 Kampala Radio Uganda Network 
in English 1000 GMT 17 Jul 91 


[Excerpt] A rebel commander who has been operating in 
(Sageze) and (Kastiro) Counties of Soroti District, Lieu- 
tenant (Julius Edoru), and his second-in-charge, (Nelson 
Opolo), have surrendered together with 13 men, (?three) 
guns, and grenades and ammunitions. Receiving them, the 
acting brigade commander, Captain (Mukule), told them 
that their decision to surrender indicated the [words indis- 
tinct] war which has been going on in the district for the past 
five years. He advised the rebel commanders to use their 
influence to call on rebels who [word indistinct] in the bush 
to come out. [passage omitted] 
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ANC Provides Names of NEC's 50 Members 


MB1707084391 Cape Town CAPE TIMES in English 
8 Jul 91 p6 


[“The 50 members making up the ANC’s (African 
National Congress) national exccutive committee were 
elected at the weekend. Yesterday the full results of the 
voting were announced.”} 


{Text} 
Pos. Percentage of Total Votes Candidate 
No. Total 
1 94.7 1,858 Chns Han 
2 93.0 1,824 Thabo Mbek: 
3 898 1,761 Joe Slovo 
4 87.9 1,724 Patrick “Terror” 
Lekota 
: 86.8 1,702 Pallo Jordan — 
6 865 1,697 Ahmed Kathrada 
7 85.0 1,666 Rone Kasrils’ 
ANC Kmumal 
[as published} 
s 83.8 1,644 Harry Gwala 
9 83.3 1,634 Steve Tshwete 
10 788 1,546 Arnold Stofile 
i 77.7 1,523 Popo Molefe 
12 77.0 1,510 Joe Modise 
13 79 1,489 Raymond 
Mhlaba 
14 746 1,462 Mac Mahara 
15 724 1,420 Alfred Nzo 
16 69.2 1,35? Ruth Mompat: 
17 674 1,32) Albertina Sisulu 
18 66.8 1,310 Raymond Sut- 
Iner 
19 63.9 1,253 Trevor Manuel 
20 63.7 1,249 Ebrahim Ismail 
Ebrahim 
21 61.1 1,198 Aziz Pahad 
22 $96 1,168 Chery! Carolus 
23 $9.2 1,161 Albie Sachs 
24 $7.1 1119 Joel Metshit- 
endze/Peter 
May ibuye 
25 56.5 1,107 Wilton Mkway: 
26 $3.9 1,057 Winnie Mandela 
27 $3.7 1,053 Joe Nhlanhla 
28 $3.5 1,049 John Nkadimeng 
29 $2.6 1,031 Dullah Omar 
” $1.7 1,014 Mohamed Valli 
Moosa 
3 489 958 Gertrude Shop. 
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32 48.8 956 Andrew Mlan- 
gen 
ce) 48.7 955 Shiphiwe 
K yanda/Gebuza 
[as published] 
44 475 931 Sidney Mafu- 
madi” 
35 473 927 Ehas Motsoaled: 
% 451 S84 Mend: Msimang 
37 435 854 Reginald Sep- 
tember 
8 430 a44 Barbara 
Masekela 
Ww 427 837 Billy Nair 
40 415 814 Newayizen: Zulu 
4! 41.2 808 Sister Bernard 
Neube 
4) 408 800 Gill Marcus 
43 404 192 Jeremy Cronin 
, es 
44 wa 772 Rocky Malebane- 
Metsing 
4s 93 771 Kadar Asmal 
46 38.7 758 Sakkie Maco- 
zoma 
4 373 1 Peter Mokaba 
48 %7 19 Zola Skweyiya 
49 36.6 17 Thozamile Botha 
50 36.6 717 Manion Sparg 


ANC Spokesman Reacts to G-7 Assistance Offer 


AB1707174491 Paris AFP in English 1603 GMT 
17 Jul 91 


[Excerpt] Johannesburg, July 17 (AFP)}—The African 
National Congress (ANC) on Wednesday responded 
cautiously to the announced commitment by the world’s 
seven major industrial nations to assist South Africa's 
economic recovery, wuile the government and economic 
leaders hailed the offer. 


Leaders of the Group of Seven (G7) governments in 
London at their economic summit said South Africa 
should be granted access to foreign capital markets to 
achieve strong economic growth. 


“We do not have much problems with the suggestion of 
help for the South African economy as long as it 1s not 
seen as a way of bolstering the apartheid state,” ANC 
spokesman Carl Niehaus told AFP. He said the black 
nationalist Organisation was concerned that the G7’'s 
approach should “not undermine pressures on the South 
African Government to create a democratic state.’ [pas- 
Sage omitted] 
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ANC Expresses Concern Over Anti-Squatter Units 


MB1607195891 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1904 GMT 16 Jul9] 


[Text] Johannesburg July 16 SAPA—The African 
National Congress [ANC] on Tuesday expressed its deep 
concern over the formation of a countrywide network of 
police units to act against homeless people who were 
forced to squat. The ANC said in a statement in Johan- 
nesburg: “The association of crime with squatting 
reveals a dangerous bias on the part of the police. Now, 
they have declared war on citizens who are homeless as 
a direct result of the government's apartheid policies and 
economic mismanagement. 


“First, we had the police and CCB (the SADF’s [South 
African Defense Force] Civil Cooperation Bureau) hit 
squads against anti-apartheid activists, now there are the hit 
squads against defenceless people whose only crime is that 
they try to provide shelter for themselves and their fami- 
lies.” 


There have already been “brutal assaults” on homeless 
people by rightwing vigilante groups, the statement said, 
adding: “For the government to urge people to report 
so-called illegal structures immediately is to give further 
impetus to rightwing thuggery and encourage a national 
campaign of snooping. .On the homeless.”” The ANC 
said it would hold the government responsible for any 
future attacks on squatter communities. 


The movement of landless people to occupy land demon- 
Strated the extent of land hunger and the scandalous 
shortage of housing. The Land Acts of 1913 and 1936 
respectively created this situation, the ANC added. South 
Africans required policies to provide affordable land and 
housing and make squatting unnecessary, it said. 


250 ANC Returnces Arrive From Angola 


MB1607161091 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1534 GMT 16 Jul 9] 


[Text] Johannesburg July 16 SAPA—A chartered Angolan 
aircraft touched down at Jan Smuts Airport on Tuesday 
afternoon, bringing home from exile some 250 members of 
the African National Congress [ANC]. More than 100 
relatives and friends gathered at the airport to welcome the 
men and women, who fled into exile to wage an armed 
campaign against apartheid. ANC official Neo Mutle told 
SAPA the returnees were led to a bus by police after they 
disembarked from the Angolan aircraft. It is the second 
group to return from Angola. Mr Mutle said the group will 
be accommodated at a Johannesburg hotel before being 
taken to their respective homes. 
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‘White Wolves’ Claim Credit for School Bombing 


MB1707113391 Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY 
in English 17 Jul 91 p 2 


[Report by Helen Grange: “We Blasted School— 
Rightwingers”’} 


[Excerpt] Two right-wing groups have claimed responsi- 
bility for the Hillview High School bomb blast—but 
police said yesterday they had no concrete leads yet. 


A woman, claiming she was a member of the “Wit 
Wolve” [White Wolves]—and a man saying he belonged 
to the “Wit Republikeinse Leer” (White Republican 
Army) have claimed io newspapers their organisations 
were responsible for the blast. 


Neither caller revealed any identity. This is also the first 
mention of an organisation called “Wit Republikeinse 
Leer’’, although there is an organisation called the “Boer 
Republikeinse Leer”. 


Both callers expressed their outrage at the ANC’s 
[African Nationa! Congress] plans to accommodate 700 
exiled children trom Tanzania at the school. 


The woman said seven women members of the Wit 
Wolwe were responsible for Sunday’s [14 July] blast. 


Asked how they had acquired the explosives, she replied: 
“That remains our secret. We did it because we do not 
want ANC children in our city and we are prepared to 
blow it up again—children and all.” 


The man said the action was to show the ANC that it was 
not wanted in the “Boer Republic’. He claimed his 
group had been trained by the Irish Republican Army 
and was the “brother of the ‘Wit Wolf murder squad”. 


Police have decided to treat the calls “with circum- 
spect”. “We can’t add too much value to the claims,” a 
police spokesman said. 


ANC education and repatriation spokesman Caleb Bush 
said yesterday that the organisation was waiting on the 
Government to contract it regarding alternatative 
arrangements. 


The childrens’ arrival has been postponed. [passage 
omitted] 


Business Welcomes G-7 Statement on Assistance 


MB1607154691 Johannesburg South African 
Broadcasting Corporation Network in English 
1500 GMT 16 Jul 91 


[Text] The South African Chamber of Business has 
welcomed the call by Group of Seven [G-7] industrial- 
ized countries for investment in South Africa to stimu- 
late economic growth. They said that the private sectors 
in their countries would render assistance in the areas of 
education, health, housing, and social welfare, after 
which investment in economic growth would follow. Our 
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economic staff reports that the announcement is signif- 
icant because it appears as if South Africa is enjoying 
preference over the Soviet Union regarding economic 
aid. The group pui conditions to the Soviet Union. 


17 Jul Press Review on Current Issues 
MB1707110291 


{Editorial Report] 


THE CITIZEN 


Criticism of Release of ‘Criminals’ Under Amnesties— 
Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English on 15 July in its 
page 6 editorial says it is “not in favour” of the “whole- 
sale release of prisoners, whether they are political pris- 
oners Or Ordinary criminals, whether the, are on 
amnesty or parole.” “The government must pay urgent 
attention to the escalation of crime, as this newspaper 
has suggested several times, and it must stop letting 
people out of jail under frequent amnesties.” 


Government Makes ‘Grave Error’ on Prisoner Release— 
“One has the feeling that the government, faced with 
ANC [African National Congress] pressure to release all 
its members who were in jail, finally decided it would be 
expedient to do so rather than have the political prisoner 
controversy drag on,” states the page 6 editorial in 
Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English on 9 July. “The 
release of political prisoners is the last of the conditions 
set out in the American Comprehensive Anti-Apartheid 
Act that South Africa must meet before President Bush 
can lift sanctions. The government has made a grave 
error. It should not let bombers and other political 
murderers Out of jail to satisfy any requirements under 
any foreign act for the lifting of sanctions.” 


THE STAR 


Criticism of Release of Convicts With Political Prison- 
ers—"“No sophistry can justify the release of ex- 
policemen Leon de Villiers and David Goosen a mere 
three years after they were sentenced to death for grue- 
some murder,’ begins a page 14 editorial in Johannes- 
burg THE STAR in English for 17 July. State President 
de Klerk’s justifications for the simultaneous release of 
“convicts with political prisoners is the need to be 
‘even-handed’. His reasoning is fallacious.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


Self-Interest of World Can Help S. African Economy—It 
is the “unspoken self-interest” of the world’s leading 
industrialised countries that can “really get our economy 
going,” declares a page 8 editorial in Johannesburg 
BUSINESS DAY in English on 17 July. “Concern and 
compassion can start the investment process, but far 
more important for our political and economic future 
will be the competitive drive between countries and 
companies which the seven richest nations can unleash. 
It doesn’t have to be aimed at stimulating economic 
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growth, creating jobs, distributing wealth and bringing 
stability; we will benefit hugely if they seek to serve not 
us but themselves.” 


SOWETAN 


‘Wrangling’ About Exiles Continues—“The question of 
exiles continues to be a thorn in the side of reform,” claims 
a page 8 editorial in Johannesburg SOWETAN in English on 
17 July. “From Lusaka the ANC’s rapatriation officer calls 
for general amnesty. Inside the country, meanwhile, the 
equivalent of general amnesty has been granted to a wide 
variety of criminals, including murderers.” While the 
“wrangling and the delays go on, thousands of our people 
are still stranded outside South Africa. It is time that they 
come home and that a proper programme be announced to 
bring them home in safety.” 


CITY PRESS 


Mass Mobilization Only ‘Weapon’ Left for Blacks—Khulu 
Sibiya writes in his “My Way” column on page 12 of 
Johannesburg CITY PRESS in English on 14 July that “our 
liberation movements have missed the opportunity of 
keeping control of the sanctions weapcn to its ultimate end. 
They were in the driver's seat, but they became complacent 
and lost control.” “Mass mobilisation is now the only 
effective weapon left in the hands of the liberation ‘nove- 
ments because it is the masses who will determine South 
Africa’s final destiny. This is one weapon black liberation 
movements must not abuse. If we are to see the transfer of 
power to the people, we must unite.” 


CAPE TIMES 


Support for Mandela’s Commitment To Negotiations— 
“The vote for the top leadership posts in the African 
National Congress confirms that the rank and file 1s behind 
Mr Nelson Mandela’s commitment to negotiation, moving 
ahead to a new constitution,” begins Cape Town CAPE 
TIMES in English on 8 July in a page 6 editorial. “Mr 
Mandela is in a powerful position to negotiat@ and conclude 
agreements on behalf of the ANC.” 


RAPPORT 


Douglas Hurd Leaves Important Message on Rebuilding 
RSA—*‘British Foreign Secretary Douglas Hurd deliv- 
ered an important message to South Africans: Now 1s the 
time to rebuild South Africa,’ notes a page 10 editorial 
in Afrikaans in the Johannesburg RAPPORT on the 14 
July. “Mr. Hurd pleaded for foreign investment in the 
country and pledged British support for South Africa. 
Foreign investment is important for rebuilding the South 
African economy.” “For this reason we should welcome 
the lifting of sanctions against South Africa.” “Mr. Hurd 
also stressed the importance of negotiations and nation 
building. The rebuilding of South Africa lies in the hands 
of the people.” “If the process of negotiations does not 
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get underway and if violence does not end then all the 
investment in the world will not be enough to rebuild 
South Africa.” 


BEELD 


Editorial Views Newly Established Ties With USSR— 
“A soviet delegation is in South Africa to investigate the 
possibility of bilateral trade between the two countries,” 
begins an editorial in Afrikaans on page 6 of the Johan- 
nesburg BEELD on 15 July. “A few months ago this 
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would have been unthinkable.” “The USSR took the 
lead in pressing the UN to impose sanctions against 
South Africa and also supported the ANC both in word 
and deed.” “Economic realities are forcing the USSR to 
obtain necessary goods from any available source. This 
should be a warning to countries like Australia, Canada 
and New Zealand who are still holding on to sanctions. 
South Africa should guard against being used by a super 
power, especially if it does not benefit from this rush by 
the USSR to do business with the country.” 
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Angola 


Presidency Denies Dos Santos-Savimbi ‘Hot Line’ 


MB1707195791 Luanda Radio Nacional Network 
in Portuguese 1900 GMT 17 Jul 91 


{Text} The Presidency of the Republic has denied the 
existence of a hot line between His Excellency Jose 
Eduardo dos Santos, the head of state, and Jonas 
Savimbi, leader of UNITA [National Union for the 
Total Independence of Angola]. Yesterday, the 
ANGOLAN PRESS AGENCY reported the existence of 
the hot line. The report was subsequently carried by 
Radio Nacional and JORNAL DE ANGOLA. 


A note from the Presidency’s Information Secretariat 
denies the existence of telephone contacts, saying that no 
such links have taken place so far. The note adds that 
there appears to be a musunderstanding about a tele- 
phone link between FAPLA’s [People’s Armed Forces 
for the Liberation of Angola] chief of staff and FALA 
[Armed Forces for the Liberation of Angola] command, 
which was introduced within the framework of the Joint 
Military Commission established in Moxico in May. 


Finally, the note says that UNITA's leadership often uses 
its military command communications network to relay 
messages to government. Contrary to what the media 
report suggests, such a system of communications was 
never used at the highest level. 


Government Releases Prisoners Under Amnesty Law 


MB1707193891 Luanda Radio Nacional Network 
in Portuguese 1900 GMT 17 Jul 91 


[Text] The Angolan Government today freed 13 pris- 
oners belonging to the Tocoista religious sect who had 
been in detention since February 1986, and four other 
citizens linked to the Angola Socialist Union Movement, 
MUSA. The release was carried out within the frame- 
work of the Amnesty Law introduced on 15 July. The 
first | 3 prisoners were part of a group of individuals aged 
between 23 and 60 years-old. They returned yesterday 
from the Bentiaba correctional camp in Namibe Prov- 
ince where they had been since 1989 after serving two 
years of their sentence in Luanda. The Tocoistas had 
received sentences ranging from five to nine years in jail. 
They were accused of plotting against state security, but 
one-eighth of their sentence was reduced under the terms 
of the Amnesty Law. 


Speaking on the occasion of the release of the Tocoistas, 
Antonio dos Santos Aguiar, chief superintendent of the 
Prison Services, said: 


[Begin Aguiar recording} Aware of its responsibilities 
during the transition from a one-party system to a 
multiparty political system, and taking into account the 
upholding of national unity, the creation of an atmo- 
sphere of peace, harmony, and stability aimed at 
strengthening and defending the ongoing peace process, 
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which will culminate with the holding of free and dem- 
ocratic elections, the Angolan Government has decided, 
under the terms of the Amnesty Law, to pardon all 
crimes committed against state security, as well as to 
reduce by one-eighth the sentences imposed on other 
crimes. 


This modest, but significant ceremony takes place within 
the framework of the Amnesty Law. The prisoners now 
released do not fit within the framework of the peace 
accords. [end recording] 


The four re'cased MUSA members were Moises Andre 
Lina, the movement's leader, Alfredo Mussumbo, 
Antonio Maria Junior, and Samuel Antonio. They had 
been sentenced in October 1986 on charges of plotting 
against the state security. The four were detained while 
seeking assistance to overthrow the government. 
Speaking about their future plans, Moises Andre Lina 
had this to say to reporters: 


[Begin Lina recording] So, we will hear what the people 
have to say in order to review Our strategy. First and 
foremost, we are for the establishment of an alternative 
strategic alliance. To do that we would like to have the 
participation of other forces. Even stronger parties like 
UNITA [National Union for the Total Independence of 
Angola] and the MPLA [Popular Movement for the 
Liberation of Angola] will not be excluded from our 
initiative. 


First, we will hear what other groups that have been 
established have to say so that we may adopt a new 
strategy. After eight years in jail | am out of touch with 
reality. | want everybody to take part, even supporters 
and adversaries so that together we may reach consensus. 
After all, democracy is what brings all Angolans together. 
[end recording] 


160 Mines Disarmed in Cuando Cubango Province 


MB1707103191 Luanda Radio Nacional Network 
in Portuguese 0600 GT 17 Jul 91 


[Text] Lieutenant Colonel Alfredo Cussumua, com- 
mander of Cuando Cubango military region, told the 
ANGOLAN PRESS AGENCY yesterday that 160 anti- 
tank and antipersonnel mines have been disarmed along 
the Menongue-Mumbue, Menongue-Caiundo, and 
Menongue-Okavango roads. Alfredo Cussumua said 
mine disarming is progressing well in the province. He 
said the number of mines disarmed in Cuando Cubango 
is insignificant, considering it was one of the provinces 
most affected by war. Noting that priority has been given 
to disarming road mines, the military commander said 
the second phase will center on disarming mine fields 
scattered all over the province. 


Alfredo Cussumua also revealed that mine disarming 
aiong the Cuito-Mavinga road is slightly behind schedule 
because of the lack of technical equipment. 
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Brigadier David Wenda of the People’s Armed Forces 
for the Liberation of Angola has said in Huambo city 
that the disarming of mines on high-tension pylons 
between the provinces of Benguela, Huambo, and Bie, 
has been concluded. David Wenda said the process is 
progressing well despite minor incidents experienced by 
sappers in areas where mines could not be sensed. 


What is more, military sources in Huila Province have 
revealed that roads leading to Lubango City have been 
fully disarmed. The sources called for great care in 
disarming mines in the future because some of them 
have been buried deep in the ground because of rains. 


* Political Parties, Logos, Mottos Listed 


YIAF1192A Lishon PUBLICO in Portuguese 
3] May Yl pill 


[Text] The multiparty system has arrived in Angola 
along with the cease-fire. The three “historic” parties— 
FNLA [National Front for the Liberation of Angola], 
MPLA [Popular Movement for the Liberation of 
Angola}, U NITA [National Union for the Total Indepen- 
dence of Angola]—have been joined by other forces. 
There are already a total of 12 logos and emblems, in this 
Year Zero of the peace. Here is a list of the principal 
representatives—and the platforms—of these parties: 


Angolan Civic Association (ACA) 


The ACA 1s not a party in the strictest sense of the word. 
It is headed by Joaquim Pinto de Andrade, who was a 
priest until 1970, when—while in prison in Caxias—he 
was released from his orders so that he could marry 
Vitoria Pereira, a medical doctor. It is divided into at 
least two factions, with the result that its first convention 
was quite contentious. Its supporters include, among 
others, former Maoists of the former Communist Orga- 
nization of Angola (OCA), former members of the 
former Active Revolt organization, and some intellec- 
tuals from the MPLA. It is seeking support among 
European socialist sectors: the PS [Socialist Party], the 
Friedrich Ebert Foundation, Vaclav Havel, and several 
Scandinavian organizations. 


Motto: “Peace, Freedom, and Democracy.” 
Emblem: Elephant. 


Democratic Convergence (CD) 


Headed by Pinto Joao, former MPLA cadre who 
attained the post of minister of internal trade and MPLA 
director of propaganda, also in the era of orthodoxy. Has 
support among the orthodox in the northern part of the 
country. 


Motto: “Peace, Democracy, and Development.” 
Emblem: Baobab tree. 


FBIS-AFR-91-138 
18 July 1991 


Angolan Democratic Forum (FDA) 


Formed in 1988 from a dissident UNITA group. Advo- 
cates democratic socialism. Carries On intensive diplo- 
matic activity in the United States with a view to 
isolating UNITA, in the name of the defense of human 
rights, which it alleges have been violated in the UNITA- 
held areas. In its initial phase it had the support of its 
fellow “dissidents” Wilson Santos and Tito Chingunji 
and went so far as to wage a strong campaign in behalf of 
their departure from Jamba, but now appears to be 
relatively aloof from them. Its leaders have been accused 
by UNITA and former fellow party members of 
receiving financial support from Luanda. Its representa- 
tive in Angola, Manuel Domingues, was the founder of 
the International Anti-Communist Movement. 


Motto: “Peace, Democracy, and Prosperity.” 


Emblem: Two hands holding a map of Angola and a 
dove. 


National Front for the Liberation of Angola [FNLA] 


Holden Roberto—who has new eyeglasses and a new 
image but looks a lot older—regrets the “errors of 1961” 
and 1s attempting to form a “democratic” organization 
with the advice of his “staff in Lisbon, which consists of 
Onofre Martins and Manuel Goncalves. He has a tradi- 
tional constituency in the North that will probably not 
desert him, and in Luanda some of the “returnees” from 
Zaire may also give him their vote. 


Motto: “Freedom and Land.” 
Banner: White, red, and yellow horizontally, with a star. 


Front for Democracy (FPD) 


Organized after the formation of the ACA by elements 
within the ACA who advocated conversion of that associa- 
tion into a political party, it published an extensive list of 
political prisoners that was such as to cause perplexity at 
Amnesty International headquarters in London. Its plat- 
form ranges from democratic socialism to Christian 
humanism. Its best known leaders are Nelson Pestana 
(Bonavena), Filomeno Vieira Lopes, and Ingles Pinto, all of 
whom were originally with the former OCA. 


Emblem: Baobab tree. 


Broad Movement for Peace and Pluralism in Angola 
(MAPPA) 


Promoted by Francisco Viana, it proclaims itself to be a 
nonpartisan civic Movement that advocates the concept 
of Angola as a federation of 16 states. 


Motto: “Freedom, Dignity, Solidarity.” 


Emblem: A map of Angola with 16 stars and a white 
dove. 
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Popular Movement for the Liberation of Angola 
(MPLA) 


The date and circumstances of the MPLA’s creation have 
not yet been established, but it 1s known that the movement 
developed in the 1950's as a consequence of great cultural 
and nationalist agitation in the city of Luanda, and that the 
names of Viriato da Cruz and other intellectuals whose 
mother tongue was Portuguese are associated with its origin. 
Its first president was Mario Pinto de Andrade. He was 
succeeded by Agostinho Neto, who began to lead the move- 
ment with an iron hand during a whole series of turbulent 
crises which in 1974 culminated in the formation of the 
Revolt of the East (Chipenda) and the Active Revolt (Mario 
Pinto de Andrade). After independence was achieved, 
Agostinho Neto still had to confront the challenge of the 
group headed by Nito Alves and Jose Van Dunem, which 
was violently suppressed following the events of 27 May 
1977. In that same year it became the MPLA-Labor Party, 
in accordance with the Soviet model. The opening to the 
multiparty system in 1990 had its origin in a document 
entitled “Concerning the Single-Party System,” which was 
authored by the current deputy minister of information, 
Aldemiro da Conceicao, under the sponsorship of Lopo do 
Nascimento and was officially approved at last December's 
Special Session of the MPLA. 


Motto: “Victory is Certain” 
Banner: Red band and black band with a yellow star 
between the two bands. 


Angolan Democratic Unity Movement for 
Reconstruction (MUDAR) 


Organized by Manuel Lima around 1987 in Paris and 
Lisbon following intensive discussions with independent 
democratic elements, some of whom did not endorse his 
project 


Its plattorm is close to democratic socialism, to the 
“Center-Left.” 


Motto: “Peace, Democracy, and Development.” 
Emblem: Baobab tree, with the sun tn the background. 


Democratic Renewal Party (PRD) 


Lays claim to the heritage of Nito Alves and his fol- 
lowers, who “disappeared” (30,000, perhaps?) as a con- 
sequence of the unsuccessful coup d'etat in 1977. Led by 
Luis dos Passos, Bage, and Botelho de Vasconcelos 
(former cultural attache at the Angolan Embassy in 
Lisbon), its ideology is poorly defined. 


Angolan Democratic Party (PDA) 


Headed by the president of the Angolan Lawyers’ Asso- 
ciation, Alberto Neto, a former Trotskyite and brother ot 
the recently dismissed Angolan ambassador in London, 
Luis Neto Kiambata. 
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Social Democratic Party (PSDA) 


As the successor to MUSA (Socialist Unity Movement of 
Angola}—a movement organized 1n the late 1970's by an 
FAPLA officer, Moises Lina, who was sentenced to 
death in 1983 (and remains in prison in Luanda) for 
allegedly engaging in armed violence against the 
regime—it was formed in Portugal in late 1980 and 
became the PSDA in September 1990. It is headed by 
Gaspar Neto, also a former member of the MPLA’s 
military arm, who is seeking support from social- 
democratic and similar parties in Europe and Japan. In 
its ideology it advocates personalist humanism, political 
liberalism, and a mixed economy. 


Emblem: Eagle, with wings spread, perched on a six-pointed 
ciculo [meaning unknown] in the Hebraic manner. 


National Union for the Total Independence of Angola 
(UNITA) 

Created in 1964-66 by Jonas Savimbi and Tony Dacosta 
Fernandes. Guerrilla warfare training in Mao’s China. 
Incorporated the Maoist ideology—as opposed to the 
Sovietism of the MPLA—when it was founded and has 
followed it ever since. All of its political and military 
instruction manuals follow Marxism-Leninism in its 
Maoist mode. Savimbi says he was unable to organize a 
guerrilla war with a party that has Western characteris- 
tics. It entered into an alliance with the Portuguese, 
South Africa, and the United States against the MPLA, 
the Cubans, and the Soviets, in accordance with the 
Maoist theory of the “principal enemy.” 


As early as 1980 it veered to the right and ultimately 
defined itself as “democratic socialist, not actually 
socialist but sympathetic to socialism.” 


Curiously enough, its first representative in Luanda 1s 
the economist Fatima Roque, who began her nationalist 
militancy in the FNLA. 


Motto: “Kwacha [Support] UNITA! Kwacha Angola! 
Kwacha Africa!” replacing the former “Democracy, 
Negritude, and Nonalignment.” 

Banner: Black rooster crowing and sun rising against 
green background, between two red bands. 


* ACA President Discusses Political Future 


YJ AFI192B Lishon PUBLICO in Portuguese 
1 Jun 91 ps 


[Interview with Angolan Civic Association President 
Joaquim Pinto de Andrade by Ferreira Fernandes on the 
day the cease-fire was signed; place not given] 


[Text] In an exclusive interview granted to PUBLICO, 
Joaquim Pinto de Andrade, 64, leader of the ACA 
{Angolan Civic Association] and former honorary pres- 
ident of the MPLA [Popular Movement for the Libera- 
tion of Angola], announced his candidacy for the 
Angolan presidential elections. “I am equally mistrustful 
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of MPLA and UNITA [National Union for the Total 
Independence of Angola], he told us, thereby setting 
himself apart from the two parties that he considers as of 
today to have formed a coalition government. 


[Fernandes] At a time when the Angolan peace accords 
have been signed, yours 1s a pessimistic voice. You say 
the dictatorship in “mono” ts perhaps being replaced by 
a nondemocracy in “stereo” run by the MPLA and 
UNITA. Why are you afraid that is what 1s taking place? 


{Pinto de Andrade} Angolan society was bipolarized by the 
effects of the war, whose consequences have also been 
reflected in the Estoril accords. The people who decided to 
end the hostilities also decided to determine the nation’s 
future without giving civilian society an Opportunity to be 
heard. Even if the primary task—ending the war—was 
properly theirs and they in fact were duty bound to fulfill it, 
I do not acknowledge their right to define Angola's future. 
As of today, with the signature of the cease-fire, the govern- 
ment is in a strict sense an MPLA government and in a 
broad sense an MPLA-UNITA coalition government. The 
Joint Political-Military Commission is an organ of the 
coalition that will administer the country in this transitional 
phase. The role of an opposition is left to the other groups, 
within the framework determined by the MPLA and by 
UNITA. 


[Fernandes] It would appear to represent progress, for it 
amounts to a sharing of power.... 


[Pinto de Andrade] I do not regard it as progress. The 
sum of two practices disrespectful of democracy does not 
exactly equal democracy. There were two simultaneous 
practices of governmental authority in Angola, both of 
them autocratic and totalitarian. In my country | had 
two countries, both governed by dictatorships. Everyone 
now realizes this 1s true in the case of the MPLA, but it 
must also be said of UNITA. UNITA’s day-to-day con- 
duct reveals the same totalitarian instincts. The brutal 
manner in which it carried on its war, the way it 
oppressed populations in the areas it controlled, its 
appetite for total power—all this cannot be concealed 
behind pro-democracy speeches for use abroad. Allow 
me to be equally mistrustful of the MPLA and UNITA so 
long as | am unable to speak freely either on the Angola 
National Radio in Luanda or on Radio Galo Negro 
[Black Rooster] in Jamba. 


[Fernandes] Jonas Savimbi accuses you of ingratitude. 
After all, he says, you are going to enjoy the fruits of 
democracy because of those who went to war against the 
dictatorship. Why are you not grateful t») them? 


{Pinto de Andrade] Because the war 1s not the reason 
elections are coming to Angola. The principal factor— 
the basic factor—in the turnaround taking place in 
Angola was the whirlwind that occurred in Eastern 
Europe. Luanda is giving up its one-party government 
because Moscow no longer wants or 1s able to provide the 
incentive for Luanda to maintain it. I recognize that 
UNIT A’s guerrilla war did underscore the contrad)ctions 


FBIS-AFR-91-138 
18 July 1991 


in the system, but the conceivable benefits cannot com- 
pensate for the tremendous damage that the war caused 
by destroying our country. There were political and 
moral forces such as the Catholic Church that also served 
to undermine the regime—forces that expressed the 
desire for a free society without taking up arms. To be 
Sure. nO One can Say that this effort was sufficient to 
overthrow totalitarianism, but those who took this path 
are not in part responsible, as is UNITA, for the terrible 
consequences of our civil war. Because of the changes in 
the Soviet Union, democratic subversion would inevi- 
tably have taken place in Angola—and at this time—just 
as it took place in Cape Verde and Sao Tome and 1s 
taking place in other African countries where the oppo- 
sition did not resort to arms. Those who won the 
elections there did not inherit destruction, whoever wins 
the elections in Angola is going to inherit a mutilated 
country. Why should I feel gratitude toward those who 
waged war? 


[Fernandes] The Angolan Civic Association (ACA)}—the 
organization you recently helped to found and of which 
you are the leader—is not a party. Isn't it going to 
participate in the elections’ 


[Pinto de Andrade] At the present time the ACA its in 
fact still a civic association that emphasizes its political 
aspect bul 1s not a party, just as we decided last April. In 
view of the rapid evolution of events, however, I believe 
lam reflecting the judgment of my comrades when I say 
that we intend to become a party so that we can compete 
in the legislative elections. We are going to hold a special 
general meeting to decide this question. 


[Fernandes] Will the ACA be prepared to enter into 
postelection coalitions? 


{Pinto de Andrade] Under the electoral system that has been 
established—a proportional representation system—it will 
be difficult for any political group to obtain an absolute 
majority. The winner will have to make agreements. | 
believe that in order to stabilize the country and assist the 
reconciliation process and democracy itself, the government 
that emerges from the elections must be as broad as possi- 
ble—a government of national solidarity. We are of course 
prepared for such a contingency. 


[Fernandes] You have already been mentioned as a 
candidate for the presidential elections, but you have so 
far not confirmed this publicly. Are you are candidate? 


[Pinto de Andrade] I have not confirmed it, because no 
one has ever asked me. Yes, if my comrades so desire, | 
am a candidate. | believe | have a proposal that is 
Original, necessary, and useful. 


[Fernandes] Original, necessary, and useful? 


{Pinto de Andrade] | recall the words of Jonas Savimbi, 
a year and a half ago in Lisbon. In a moment of lucid 
self-criticism, he said that the leadership of the MPLA 
and UNITA should never have resorted to foreign arms 
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to fight Angolans. My candidacy is original for this 
reason: unlike the other candidates—Jose Eduardo dos 
Santos and Jonas Savimbi—1 do not have a civil war 
among my sins. My candidacy 1s necessary and usetul 
because it 1s going to take the efforts of all Angolans to 
get Our country back on its feet. Who 1s able to ask tor 
that unity? Someone who unt! only recently directed the 
fratricidal struggle? | am in a better position than Jose 
Eduardo dos Santos to demand national! solidarity from 
a former guerrilla fighter of LU NITA,. and in a better 
position than Jonas Savimbi to ask this of a soldier of the 
FAPLA [People’s Armed Forces for the Liberation of 
Angola]. The decisive circumstance for the Angolan 
people is the fact that they have been the victims of a 
civil war. Anyone who wants to mobilize tor national 
reconstruction will have to possess moral credentials as 
an opponent of thal war 


[Fernandes] Your message purports to be national in scope, 
but you are accused of having an image that 1s too urban- 
oriented, too Luanda-oriented. Doesn't this hurt you in a 
country where U NITA lays claim to African authenticity in 
contradistinction to Angolans of mixed race”? 


[Pinto de Andrade] I have to be on one side or the other. 
right? | would in fact deem ut an honor to be from 
Luanda, but I am not from Luanda. | was born in 
Golungo Alto, in Quanza-Norte Province, a rural area in 
the interior of the country. There was virtually no 
illiteracy there; children learned how to read from their 
parents, and the poorest among them—tor lack of paper 
and slates—wrote on banana leaves using a stylus made 
from a reed. This childhood experience left its mark on 
me, and is as authentic as that of of any Angolan boy 
whether he grew up in the city or in a thatched hut. | 
subsequently went to Luanda to study in the seminary, 
which was a melting pot of people trom Cabinda, from 
Huambo, from who knows where. Later on I was a 
teacher at the seminary. and some of my students 
became leaders of the MPLA, UNITA. and FNLA 
[National Front for the Liberation of Angola}. When | 
was an exile in Portugal in the 1960's I lived with the 
Angolan students: in prison, | lived with Angolan pris- 
oners. Do you know what I was learning’ That Angola 1s 
a diverse country. a synthesis—under construction—ot 
diverse cultures, of voices in counterpoint. Those who 
view Angola as modeled only after their own likeness do 
not know what they are missing 


[Fernandes] You were a member of the MPLA and went 
so far as to challenge Agostinho Neto for its leadership. 
Is it not to some extent legitimate to suppose that of the 
three large Angolan political groups, you lean toward a 
liaison with that particular group” 


[Pinto de Andrade] Angolan nationalism originated with 
three groups: the MPLA, FNLA, and UNITA. I was a 
leading member of the MPLA and am proud of that fact. | 
broke with it because of the antidemocratic course it was 
following. After it came to power it pushed me aside. and | 
never held any public office. When they were formed these 
three founding groups could, in general terms. be identified 
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with three major regions and tribes: the FNLA was from the 
North and the Bacongos, the MPLA from the Luanda- 
Malanje axis and the Quimbumbos, and UNITA from 
central Angola and the Ovimbundos. Today. Angolan socio- 
logical and demographic reality 1s very different, everything 
has been intermingled. Suffice it to say that 60 percent of the 
nation’s population has been urbanized, and the population 
of Luanda probably includes as many Ovimbundos or 
Bacongos as native Luandans. There was a civil war, and it 
melted the country together. This means that the old origins 
are no longer valid. It means that | see myself politically as 
very close to a Sousa Jamba, a young UNITA dissident 
whose tribal origin, political past, and age would appear to 
separate me from him. Another example; | identify with 
much of what Holden Roberto of the FNLA 1s saying today, 
a man with whom 30 years ago | had very profound 
differences. What happened to us’ Above all else. the fact 
that we paid attention to the changes that have taken place 
in Our country. 


* Situation of Portuguese Community Analyzed 


YIAFII92C0 Lishon O JORNAL in Portuguese 
~Jun Yl pp 20-21 


[Article by Angela Caires, first two paragraphs are O 
JORNAL introduction} 


[Text] It 1s said they have a prodigious imagination. In 
the midst of dangers and hardships. they kept bakeries 
and aviaries in operation. They are the largest foreign 
community in Angola; they did not leave. and appear 
ready to increase their numbers now that peace has 
returned to the country. 


The Portuguese in Angola number perhaps 30,000, many 
of them with families of mixed race. They can be seen in 
the cities of asphalt. in the poor neighborhoods in 
Luanda’s outskirts. in the countryside. and along the 
highway. They survived the wars and now want a 
durable commodity—a lasting peace 


Luanda—The consular services of Portugal lost trace of 
them, because during so many years of war they strayed 
into the forests and poor urban neighborhoods, but the 
total number of Portuguese who stood their ground and 
stayed in Angola 1s estimated at 30,000. 


“The Portuguese who remained here integrated them- 
selves perfectly into the system and into the scheme of 
things.” O JORNAL was told by a member of the 
Portuguese diplomatic corps accredited in Luanda. 


The “scheme’’—as the Angolans humorously refer to 
it—is the number three institution of the country. imme- 
diately after the government and the parliament. In a 
spirit of good will we can define it as a complex of 
measures for survival—measures that are somewhat 
outside the law and almost always profitable. 
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Because they are particularly proficient at small business, 
the Portuguese who reside in Angola have creatcd networks 
to supply products of which there was a scarcily, drawing on 
their imagination and utilizing their extraordinary sense of 
the opportune which throughout the world, and here too, 1s 
called “overcoming difficulties.” 


What 1s currently taking place in Luanda among the Portu- 
guese Community thal 1s preparing to celebrate 10 June has 
little to do, however, with these uprooted Portuguese who 
continued to operate their taverns in the outlying neighbor- 
hoods of Prenda and Casenga but with a recent phenom- 
enon, namely the invasion of entrepreneurs from Portugal 
seeking the opportunities for investment that the new con- 
ditions of peace are expected to create. 


“The Portuguese entrepreneur 1s particularly suited to 
Angola,” we were told by Dr. Elia Rodrigues, ICEP 
{Portuguese Foreign Trade Institute] representative in 
Angola, at still another meeting between Portuguese 
entrepreneurs and Angolan government officials. This 
meeting (the third in six months) was attended by 25 
potential investors who came to Luanda from the Aveiro 
district and serves to confirm the desire manifested by 
many of our fellow countrymen to cooperate in the 
economic reconstruction of this country. 


“The economy was virtually dismantled,” she said, “and the 
Portuguese entrepreneurs can participate in the solution of 
the problems, because they have many advantages: they 
know the market, and many of them have been here before 
and adapted easily to local living conditions.” 


At the present time there are 70 Portuguese companies 
doing business in Angola, “those that did not wait for the 
peace process and were willing to take a risk.” These 
companies are engaged principally in construction—in 
which almost all the major construction companies are 
involved—as well as in other sectors including consulta- 
tion, informatics, accounting, and trade. 


In order to get an idea of what our trade relations with 
Angola have been, let us note that the most recent 
figures—for 1989—record the importation of 32 billion 
contos worth of Portuguese products (including 600,000 
contos of used clothing) and the export of 8 billion 
contos worth of Angolan products, notably coffee and 
spices. Diamond exports—which had ceased to have any 
bearing on the balance of trade between the two coun- 
tries—in 1989 attained a value of 40,000 contos. 


“Gentlemen, we are importing everything,” was the 
dramatic appeal of one Angolan foreign trade official. 
“We are ordering rice from the Far East and beans from 
Argentina, but we have a country that can produce 
everything we need, if we have peacetime conditions and 
if investors are willing to work with us.” 
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What appeared to be a golden opportunity for Portu- 
guese investors, however, does have one serious disad- 
vantage. According to Elia Rodrigues, the interests of the 
entrepreneurs from Portugal have not been safeguarded. 


“Preferential conditions were not negotiated for the 
Portuguese,” she says, “contrary to what was done by 
other countries that opened lines of credit for Angola 
and received certain advantages in return.” 


In this time of reconstruction, the Portuguese entrepre- 
neurs are coming here under less favorable circum- 
stances than are their competitors of other nationalities. 
In the opimon of the ICEP representative, “this 1s a 
mistake that Portugal must correct, by opening special 
lines of credit.” 


Now It Is the Young People’s Turn 


Has the hour really struck for many of the former 
Portuguese residents of Angola to return here’ 


“There is only one way for a Portuguese to return to 
Angola,” we were told by a diplomat stationed in 
Luanda. “It is for that person to consider himself a 
foreign national and abide by Angola's laws.” 


Although the Portuguese constitute the largest foreign 
colony in Angola, you would never know it from the 
Portuguese presence in the streets of Luanda. “Indeed, 
we do not know how many of us there are.” one 
diplomatic source admits. “In the first place, people are 
not obliged to register at the consulate, and in addition 
there 1s a transient population that consists of the 
employees of major Portuguese companies such as 
Soares da Costa, Teixeira Duarte, and others, who are 
here a few months and then leave.” 


We are told that the consular services have also com- 
pletely lost track of many Portuguese who are assumed to 
be in the interior of the country. Others are closer, they 
remained in the outlying neighborhoods, where they 
have continued to operate small stores and shops 


When you ask Portuguese who live here—and who are 
very familiar with what 1s taking place—whether they 
would advise their fellow countrymen to come to 
Angola, they have a cautious answer 


“| would tell some of them to come, and others not to 
come,” a long-time bank employee told us. “Il would say 
don't come,” he explained, “to all those who long for the 
old colonialist days and would like to pack their bags and 
come here. | do not advise them to come, because the 
Angola they envision is not the Angola they will find here.” 


Moreover, our contact said, “this country itself has very 
serious social problems in connection with supporting its 
population, and these people would descend on it with 
no hotel accommodations, installations, or tood avaii- 
able to them.” On the other hand, our source stated, 
‘Portugal is regarded by Angolans today as a modern, 
developed country that 1s in the EEC and therefore has 
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an entrepreneurial class of some distinction.” In his 
opinion, “there 1s indeed a place in Angola for young 
entrepreneurs, who should come and examine the con- 
ditions for locating here either independently or as a 
partner in joint ventures.” 


Luanda After Hours 


What kind of city is this Luanda that the Portuguese would 
find on their arrival here after 16 years of absence? 


Devastated by the effects of the war and other types of 
maltreatment, the capital has tripled its population since 
independence. The neighborhoods on the periphery of 
the city have grown with the successive waves of refugees 
from areas harder hit by the conflict. This new popula- 
tion has had difficulty integrating into productive 
society and has chosen to make its living by “schemes,” 
which involve smuggling, robbery, and various strate- 
gems that have turned Luanda into a dangerous city 


Foreign nationals go everywhere by automobile, and at 
night the streets belong to bands of hoodlums and groups 
of security forces. The Europeans, as a general rule, live 
shut up in their hotels and apartments. Luanda has 
ceased to be a city of open conviviality, and the traces of 
the war are much in evidence, as 1s the mistrust that the 
war has lett imprinted on the faces of the people, 
especially the mistrust of strangers 


“| would not say that Luanda 1s a dangerous city, if we 
judge it in the context of Africa.” one Portuguese resi- 
dent of the city commented. “We have to think of 1 as a 
city that has burst at the seams, that was not prepared to 
receive two million people, many of them starving, and 
that does not have a sanitation system to support so 
many people.” 


The tall buildings of which Portuguese colonialism was 
so proud are still standing but are unrecognizable after 
years of decay. “The buildings were never managed 
properly.” one tormer government employee acknow!l- 
edges. “Apartments were assigned to people, who were 
not taught how to care for the elevators, or to keep the 
Staircases clean, or to keep the water storage tanks clean 
and operational.” The result 1s plain to see 


The rationing and scarcity of food have also caused those 
Angolans who were moved trom the periphery to the 
“orty of asphalt” —heretotore reserved to Europeans—to 
invent schemes for survival, and today chickens and 
ducks are being raised on the balconies of the buildings 
that overlook the marvelous bay. and it 1s possible to see 
a pig looking tor grass along a sidewalk 


These, however. are only the visible signs of the years of 
disruption that beset Luanda. We are told that deeper 
wounds remain to be healed, especially with respect to 
opening minds 


“I believe that there 1s no longer any censorship,” one 
Luandan acknowledged, “but we retain the habit in the 
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form of self-censorship, which takes much longer to get 
rid of.” And this person asked that our conversation be 
“off the record.” 


A Bible for the President 


The fact 1s that even a recent arrival in the city senses a 
serious Climate of violence. 


Although security forces are everywhere—it 1s said that for 
every Luandan there 1s one robber and one policeman— 
Luanda inspires no confidence in its Own residents, who 
take their own defensive precautions. The barred buildings 
are small fortresses in the center of the city. 


In the less well protected areas the residents have taken 
responsibility for their own property and lives. A thief 
caught red-handed may be lynched on the spot without 
anyone intervening. This happened recently to a young 
man who was Caught trying to steal a radio from an 
automobile. And in the midst of the peace celebrations, 
which took place during the entire week, a man who 
killed his wife was executed by her family. Some masked 
individuals who staged a successtul armed robbery on 
the Luanda Provincial Government's Department of 
Technical Equipment Supply fared better: they stole part 
of the structure that was intended for use in erecting the 
altar at which the Act of Thanksgiving for the Peace was 
to be celebrated in the stadium of the citadel. It was 
therefore on an improvised plattorm that the bishops 
celebrated the mass, during which Jose Eduardo dos 
Santos was presented with a most unusual gift for the 
president of an avowedly atheist country: a Bible 


Many Plans, Littl Money 


lt was probably not Biblical inspiration, however, but 
other much more pragmatic considerations that led the 
president of the People’s Republic of Angola [RPA] to 
make a slight change in his posture vis-a-vis the people of 
Angola. In his official speeches the word “comrades” has 
been replaced by—or coupled with—the words “fellow 
countrymen.” At a press conference held Monday 1n the 
Futungo complex, where he has his official residence, 
Jose Eduardo dos Santos appeared to be sure of himself 
in the face of the changes required for this period of 
transition, and when asked concerning the possibility— 
already discussed—that he might quit as leader of the 
party in order to make the preparations for the elections, 
he reacted with unaccustomed vehemence and reaf- 
firmed his leadership of the MPLA [Popular Movement 
for the Liberation of Angola]. He has also taken com- 
mand of the Armed Forces that will result from the 
merger of his army with that of Jonas Savimbi 


The doominant theme of the official speeches 1s peace. 
although its costs will be calculated later. When ques- 
tioned concerning the future of the large force to be 
demilitarized as a result of the accords, the president of 
the RPA declared categorically that there were concrete 
plans for the utshzation of these human resources. “The 
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plans exist; all we lack is money,” he said. He added that 
he was relying on aid that had been promised, especially 
by the EEC. 


The possibility that thousands of men will be demobi- 
lized without any jobs for them 1s a matter of serious 
concern for the population, who have themselves been 
hard hit by unemployment and are making their living to 
a large extent by engaging in “schemes.” 


One Portuguese business manager Commented to us that 
in his opinion, the hope for rebuilding Angola depends 
on the utilization of these soldiers who have now been 
withdrawn from the fields of battle. “They are the only 
organized labor force that 1s accustomed to obedience 
and is disciplined,” he declared. “If we use them to 
rebuild the roads that have been mined and the bridges 
that have been blown up, they can be an important force 
for peace.” 


Generally speaking, Luandans—including the Portu- 
guese residents—believe thal a point was in fact reached 
at which it was no longer possible to continue the war. 
They are still somewhat silent, however, concerning the 
Significance of the Estor! accords, especially as they 
await with great anticipation Savimbi's arrival in 
Luanda, which has been announced for early in July. 


Some well-informed individuals believe that some of 
Savimbi's men—his “scouts”’—are already in the cap- 
ital. “It is only natural that he would send people ahead, 
to clear the way,” one resident commented. “Savimbi 
has to surround himself with the greatest possible secu- 
rity when he enters Luanda,” the resident added. 


Parties Are Needed 


The process of democratizatiion—and the entire transi- 
tion from an economy dominated by the state to a 
market economy—is a matter of profound concern to 
those who recognize that it was not possible to continue 
as betore but foresee new convulsions. 


In a radio interview, Joaquim Pinto de Andrade—a 
legendary figure in the Angolan political process since 
colonial times—pointed out that “democracy is not 
achieved with only two parties.” Indeed, additional 
political groups interested in contending for power are 
making their appearance, but their moves are still timid. 
As of now, only two parties have registered with the 
Supreme Tribunal: the PRD (Democratic Renewal 
Party) and the PDA (Angolan Democratic Party). 
MUDAR [Angolan Democratic Unity Movement for 
Reconstruction}, which recently held a press conference 
in Lisbon, 1s virtually unknown in opposition circles 
locally. Paradoxically, UNITA [National Union for the 
Total Independence of Angola] 1s still not registered as a 
party to participate in the elections, because the process 
entails being established in Luanda and organizing its 
party structures. 


In analyzing the situation, one politician commented 
that “it would be a very healthy thing if a third voice 
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should arise, a viable voice, so thal it won't be just a 
dialogue between the MPLA and UNITA.” He believes 
that if the MPLA wins the elections “1 will attempt to 
mitigate some of the errors of the past but will end up 
maintaining the same governmental structure, with a few 
cosmetic changes of a political nature.” and that UNITA 
“would be a disturbing element, because there are many 
hatreds that can be forgiven but will never be forgotten.” 


Living With Weapon in Hand 
Meanwhile, historic moments are being lived in this city, 


because the peace process 1s so new that people stull do 
not know how to deal with the adversaries of yesterday 


It has been a long time since Savimbi's troops were driven 
out of these streets, after they had lost the “Battle of Vila 
Alice,” where the MPLA government was then centralized. 


The younger residents remember only dimly, or not at 
all, the block-by-block fighting among forces of the 
MPLA, FNLA [National Front for the Liberation of 
Angola}, and UNITA. But the city retains its scars. There 
are buildings that were hit by bazookas and still retain 
their craters. There are eviscerated inner walls that have 
never been repaired, and entire buildings with shattered 
window panes and blackened outer walls. They are signs 
of the tumultuous days that preceded independence. 


The generation of the “pioneers” of the MPLA today 
make up the bulk of the FAPLA [People’s Armed Forces 
for the Liberation of Angola]. They are Angolans who 
have never known peace, they were born and trained for 
war. They have always lived with weapon in hand. 
Moreover, the existence of weapons—in the hands of 
civilians as well as soldiers—is a foregone conclusion in 
Luanda. No one knows for sure the size of the arsenal 
that exists in this city, but there 1s no doubt that you have 
an armed population. 


“Do you keep a gun in your house’ we asked a peaceable 
Luandan. “Of course,” was the reply, with a shrug of the 
shoulders. “Who doesn't have one’ You're crazy not to....” 


For 30 years this has been a threatened city, and peo- 
ple—although profoundly desiring peace—choose to be 
on their guard. There were tears in the eyes of Luandans 
who watched the signing of the peace accords broadcast 
live over the Angolan People’s Television station. That 
night, skyrockets went off in the skies over Luanda. But 
there were also those who went up to the top of several 
buildings and fired their machine guns into the air 


Madagascar 


Army Officers Reaffirm Loyalty to Ratsiraka 
EA1707112591 Antananarivo Radio Madagascar 
Network in Malagasy 0330 GMT 17 Jul 91 


[Excerpt] We, the undersigned, believing the prevailing 
situation to be contrary to the moral code of the People’s 
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Army, in particular the misuse of the names of general 
and field officers for political aims, hereby affirm on 
behalf of the People’s Army our complete devotion to 
the Republic, to the various democratically elected offi- 
cials and to the commander in chief of the army. All 
other statements differing from this one are totally 
invalid. [passage omitted] 


Reject Opposition President 


AB1707155191 Paris AFP in English 1302 GM1 
17 Jul 91 


{Text} Antananarivo, July 17 (AFP)—Madagascar’s 
month-long political crisis deepened Wednesday when 
the Army said it refused to recognise a president and 
premier named by the opposition and a leading opposi- 
tion party also withheld recognition. 


Generals and other senor army officers said in a briet 


communique broadcast on the radio that they did not 
acknowledge the authority of retrred General Jean Rako- 
toharison as head of state and of Albert Zafy as prime 
minister. They were named by the 16-party Hery Velona 
(Lifeblood Committee) which since June 10 has been 
Staging almost daily peaceful demonstrations in the 
capital to force President Didier Ratsiraka to step down 
and scrap the Marxist constitution introduced when he 
took power in 1975. Prof. Zafy, a leading heart surgeon, 
1S leader of the opposition coalition. 


It failed at a meeting with Admiral Ratsiraka on Monday 
to persuade him to hand over full powers to a transi- 
tional government the opposition formed last month by 
naming coalition leaders as ministers, although no port- 
folios were assigned. Adm. Ratsiraka asked for time to 
consult with his government and the Supreme Revolu- 
tionary Council. Further talks are due on Thursday. 


The situation became further confused when the leader 
of the biggest party in the opposition coalition disasso- 
ciated himself from the nomination of a president and 
premier. Manandafy Rakotonirina, a veteran politician 
whose Movement for Proletarran Power has moved from 
the extreme left to market liberalism, dismissed the 


nominations as “bluff and “political farce”. 


A lecturer in sociology at the university here, Mr. Rako- 
tonirina broke with Adm. Ratsiraka in 1982. He got 
more than 20 per cent of the vote and was runner-up in 
the 1989 presidential election which saw Adm. Ratsiraka 
returned for a third seven-year term of office on the 
Indian Ocean island with more than 62 per cent of the 
vote. 


Local press comment was worried in tone. The pro- 
government LE JOURNAL DE MADAGASCAR said 
“two heads of state and two governments cannot 
cohabit, and clashes have to be feared”. As sole legal 
holder of power, President Ratsiraka might be forced to 
declare a state of emergency or even martial law, the 
paper warned. (Draft legislation on martial law was put 
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to Parliament last week, but members of the Assembly, 
where the president's governing alliance has a clear 
majority, threw it Out.) 


The independent MIDI-MADAGASCAR said the situa- 
tion provoked by the Opposition committee would prob- 
ably put further dialogue in jeopardy. A second indepen- 
dent paper, MADAGASCAR-TRIBUNE, said the 
political situation had become “insupportable” and “the 
boil will have to be lanced one day or another.” The 
opposition’s transitional government marked a degrada- 
uion of the situation, it said. 


Mauritius 


* Cooperation Pact Signed With Zimbabwe 
YIAFIC3IC Port Lows LE MAURICTEN tn French 
20 May 91 pp 1, 4 


{Article by Jean-Marc Poche: “Friendship Pact Between 
Mauritius and Zimbabwe Signed” ] 


[Text] The official visit to our country by Robert 
Mugabe, president of Zimbabwe, ended with his return 
to his country on 19 May, via Madagascar. In particular 
the visit made it possible to establish solid relationships 
of tnendship and cooperation between Mauritius and 
Zimbabwe. From now on the cooperation will develop 
within the framework of a general agreement signed on 
17 May by Prime Minister Sir Ancrood Jugnauth and the 
Zimbabwean president. 


President Mugabe, who held a press conference at the 
Reduit Hotel on 19 May, announced his intention to 
personally make sure that there 1s continued interaction 
between our two countries. 


Several areas of cooperation have already been identi- 
fied, including tourism and industry. According to the 
Zimbabwean minister of tourism, Mauritius and Zim- 
babwe are complementary and can undertake joint cam- 
paigns to promote tourism. For his part, the Zimba- 
bwean minister of industry stated to LE MAURICIEN 
that there is a definite potential for the establishment of 
joint ventures between Mauritian and Zimbabwean 
industrialists. That 1s the reason why he plans to arrange, 
as soon as possible, for the visit of a Mauritian delega- 
tion led by Mauritian Minister of Industry Cassam 
Uteem, who will be accompanied by government offi- 
cials and representatives of the private sector. During the 
visit to Zimbabwe this delegation could identify the 
products which can be traded and whose production 
could be turned into joint ventures. This development 
could be followed by the visit of a Zimbabwean delega- 
tion to Mauritius. It was also announced that import 
licensing on certain products will shortly be ended. 


Identity of View 


As President Mugabe and Prime Minister Sir Anerood 
Jugnauth had occasion to emphasize, the Mauritian and 
Zimbabwean Governments share the same point of view 
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ON major issues Of international political affairs. This 
identity of view was particularly apparent with regard to 
the Near East, where the two countries are in favor of an 
international peace conference under the sponsorship of 
the United Nations. Both countries recognize the PLO as 
the sole representative of the Palestinian pespie. The 
same identity of view was also apparent regarding South 
Africa, where the two leaders were in agreement thal 
international pressures should be continued until apart- 
heid is dismantled. 


President Mugabe also approved the decision of the 
ANC [Atrican National Congress] to break the negotia- 
tions going On with the South African Government. He 
said: “Mandela felt offended by the inability of De Klerk 
to resolve the problem of violence in the black ghettoes.” 
He said that he was astonished that a government was 
incapable of settling a problem of this kind. According to 
him, the South African Government should take action 
to disarm totally the supporters of the Inkatha Move- 
ment. He stated: “When traditional weapons become 
dangerous arms, they must be prohibited.”” However, he 
hoped that the necessary action would be taken so that 
the break in negotiations would be short lived, and that 
discussions looking toward the abolition of apartheid 
could resume their course in tull serenity. 


The Mauritian proposal to establish a denuclearized 
zone in the Indian Ocean and southern African area was 
mentioned on several occasions during the discussions 
which Mugabe had with local authorities. As he made it 
clear at the dinner offered in his honor by the govern- 
ment on |? May, Zimbabwe morally supports this pro- 
posal, as well as the Mauritian desire to make the Indian 
Ocean a zone of peace. However, Mugabe deplored the 
fact that South Africa, which has nuclear facilities, has 
not so far adhered to the “nonproliferation treaty” on 
the spread of nuclear weapon throughout the world. He 
said: “It 1s unacceptable that South Africa should condi- 
tion its adherence to this treaty to the adherence of 
Zimbabwe, which does not have the means of building 
nuclear weapons.” 


On 18 May Mugabe had a very active day. In the 
morning he visited the Pan:plemousse [citrus fruit] Gar- 
dens with Mauritian Minister of Agriculture Madun 
Dulloo. On this occasion he deposited a wreath of 
flowers on the grave of the late Sir Seewoosagur Ram- 
goolam. Then he went to the northern part of the 
country, accompanied by Minister of Industry Cassam 
Uteem and visited the historic maritime industry in the 
industrial zone of St. Antoine. Subsequently, he went to 
He au Cerfs, where he was received for lunch by Minister 
of Foreign Affairs Jean Claude de lEstrac. 


In the afternoon he attended a reception at the African 
Cultural Center, went shopping in Rose Hill, and attended a 
cultural evening held in his honor at the Plaza Hotel 
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* Boodhoo on PSM Policy, Election Influence 


YIAFI231B Port Louis WEEK-END in French 
19 May ¥1 pp 5S, 39 


[Interview with Harish Boodhoo, head of the Mauritian 
Socialist Party, PSM, by Michel Dedans; place and date 
not given: first paragraph is WEEK-END introduction] 


[Text] Up to now he has expressed himself through 
public meetings, debates, lectures, private meetings, and 
articles analyzing certaia, specific problems of national 
interest. However, he has rarely expressed himself 
recently in an interview. This gap has been filled this 
week since Harish Boodhoo, leader of the PSM (:auri- 
tian Socialist Party), has answered questions by Michel 
Dedans regarding politics, business, his “ambitions,” his 
political influence, and the real strength of his party, the 
communal campaign carried out among the Hindus, the 
conditions of his participation in any alliance, and the 
State of political health of the Hindu community. 


[WEEK-END] Harish Boodhoo, where does the PSM 
Stand today on the political scene, since we have learned 
of the defection of several leaders who have been with 
you since the early days of your political struggle in the 
opposition” 


{Boodhoo] The PSM stands alone as a party expressing 
ideas and programs for the Mauritius of the year 2000 
and afterwards. it watches from afar the process by 
which the political parties tear each other up. We are not 
in any hurry to enter into any kind of alliance, no matter 
the price, simply to win the elections. The great objec- 
tives of society and the challenges facing Mauritius on 
the march toward its future interest us much more than 
anything else. ihe PSM 1s trying to convince the people 
of its sernousness, its sense of responsibility, and its 
ability to stand above present day problems. The rest will 
come afterwards. However, we are happy to note that 
both the government and the opposition denounce fraud 
and corruption, which we have never stopped fighting, 
particularly between 1986 and 1990 during the gloomiest 
periods of our history, when it required more than 
courage to hold our heads high against a repressive 
regime and its thugs, ever read’ to crush its few oppo- 
nents. On the other hand, our present political activity 
does not mean in any way that the PSM will be a 
spectator in the future. We want an honorable and 
durable agreement with a credible, political bloc, in the 
interests of the country. Regarding the defections from 
the PSM. we strongly welcome them if they reflect 
personal or material ambitions having nothing to do 
with the welfare of the people. Moving from party to 
party does not pay over the long run. And as you 
certainly have noted, for many of those who have left the 
PSM. the well-known adage has been verified again, as 
always: he who betrays will betray again. 


[WEEK-END] In the view of certain people, you are just 
an ambitious political figure, someone who thinks he 1s 
God's gift to mankind, calling yourself a “kingmaker,” 
whereas your political influence, they say, 1s insignificant 


FBIS-AFR-91-138 
18 July 1991 


or, reduced to ts simplest expression, of “nuisance 
value,” quite simply. Do you still think that victory in 
the next elections wall require winning in Belle Terre” 


[Boodhoo] | do not think that | am God's gift to 
mankind. My opponents know perfectly well that | 
played a key role in 1982 and 1983. No one will say that 
I could not have controlled less than 2? percent of the 
vote, which made the difference in 1987. No one is 
willing to say that. In 1987 I deliberately left the way 
open for Sir Anerood, Satcam, and Gactan. The people 
know that my absence or my presence counts in the 
balance. However, | am a realist and a humble man, 
because under the best of circumstances, | see the PSM 
controlling more than an average of 3,000 votes in each 
district in the coming elections. They are “Boodhoo 
supporters” to the very end. Therefore, | dare to believe 
that with the support of this many voters the PSM will 
hold the “balance of power.” Therefore, Belle Terre will 
have something to say during the coming general elec- 
tions. After all, if your statement turns out to be right, | 
see no reason why | am being courted by all sides. Why 
should the media continue to talk about me, and why 
does the PSM attract more people to its meetings’ Our 
party remains a vorce that 1s listened to, respected, and 
applauded. We hold the “joker.” | remain the catalyzer. 
Therefore, | am a little bit like the five-cent coin that 
every group needs to make “a complete rupee.” 


[WEEK-END] What do you say, Boodhoo, to those who 
say that you are a politician who cannot exist except ina 
situatic 1 of instability and that you are a source of 
problems in every political group, whatever it may be” 


[Boodhoo] That is a mischievous judgment, linked to a 
campaign of hes and calumnies which has left its mark. You 
know as well as I that Sir Anerood Jugnauth declared 
publicly that the break in 1982 was due to differences of 
view between him and Paul Berenger. Therefore, the judg- 
ment which you refer to has been overtaken by events 
Regarding my activities within the Labor Party during the 
1970's, they were related to an obsession with what was 
proper. Sir Seewoosagur Ramgoolam publicly recognized in 
1982 that the expulsion of the three oppositionists who 
wanted to establish order in a party which was going wrong 
was his worst political error. | even believe that | was a 
factor for stability after 1982, because even after my expul- 
sion by Sir Anerood Jugnauth at a time of generalized 
confusion, | went to his rescue to save his government on 
two occasions in 1986. Between 1987 and the present | have 
not been in Parliament. The government has not been 
stable, and the public knows who 1s responsible for this state 
of things. Moreover, | see now that stability has been 
achieved and maintained at the price of repression. | have 
always had a vocation to be like a needle which repairs, not 
like a scissors which cuts and wounds. That is why the 
presence of the PSM in a future government is essential to 
guaranice political stability. People have a tendency to 
forget my sacrifices for the country. During the past few 
years | have stepped back to let others remain in view. | 
swallowed my tears to dry those of others. | sacrificed my 
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thirst and my hunger to give others something to drink and 
eat. For ut is the country which counts, after all. 


Grotesque and Immoral 


[WEEK-END] What do you think of the two already 
established political groups, that is, the MSM-MMM 
{Mauritius Socialist Movement-Mauritian Militant 
Movement] and the PT-PMSD [Labor Party-Mauritian 
Social Democratic Party]’ 


| Boodhoo}] The MSM-MMM alliance was a shock for the 
country and was considered grotesque and immoral. Sir 
Anerood Jugnauth entered into an allance with his worst 
enemies to ensure his political survival in the face of 
some people who were on the point of overthrowing him 
with the help of the MMM. This party, aware that power 
was synonymous with pleasure, had to enter into an 
alliance without obtaining the support of the people and 
thus sold out the struggle which ut had carned on since 
1969. Therefore, 1 was an unnatural alliance, even 
though Sir Ancrood Jugnauth was originally in the 
MMM. an alliance where Labor Party supporters and 
traditional supporters of Duval like Glover, Seetaram, 
Ghurburrun, Sajadah, and Brizmohun coexisted with 
the MMM. To push Paul Berenger into the office of 
president of the republic, the MMM did not hesitate to 
beg for the votes of the PMSD, Raj Virahsawmy, Ram- 
juttun, and other supporters of Lutchmeecnaraidoo. So 
where had its principles gone’? The MMM accepts every- 
thing now: fraud, corruption, and scandals are dug up 
every week. The new religion seems to be: “do not worry 
about it; enjoy yourself.”’ Nothing has changed since the 
MMM has been in power, except the fact that this party 
has had the “soya save->.” as they say. We have never 
seen as many scandals in which members of the govern- 
ment have been directly involved. The MMM 1s losing 
its supporters day by day. Regarding Sir Ancrood Jugn- 
auth—for the MSM does not exisi—he has lost more 
than the North and the South. The workers in general, 
and the Hindus in particular, have deserted him as a 
group. The parade on | May was evidence of this. The 
people have had enough of his bad language, his threats, 
his way of acting as if he owns the country, trying to 
make people believe that he 1s a demigod. However, | do 
not underestimate him completely. Not at all, because 
since 1986 he has been a notorious, repeat offender, in 
strictly political terms. He turns around and strikes back 
each time he 1s cornered. Only history will say whether 
he can turn back the current. Regarding the PT and the 
PMSD, the anti-Jugnauth breeze 1s serving their interests 
in a marvelous way, and they have been in ascendance 
since | May, in particular. And if they can resist the 
MSM-MMM steamroller in the coming months, they 
will go far. However, as 1 know some of ther faults in 
every detail, view future fills me with concern. The 
Labor Party has a tendency to welcome splinter groups. 
It is guilty of a lack of scientific and refined organization, 
and it 1s in the middle of a change of leadership. Once 
this 1s over, L am convinced that Dr. Navin Ramgoolam 
will make an excellent leader 
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[WEEK-END] Do you think that Mauritius should have 
a Hindu prime minister and more especially of the 
“Vishnu” caste for several more years to provide a 
feeling of security to the Hindu community? 


{[Boodhoo] I meet many people from the Hindu commu- 
nity. | must say that they are afraid, and any question 
aimed, for example, at raising the matter of the com- 
munal identity of a future prime minister would irritate 
them further. Contrary to what people may think, the 
Hindus do not wish to stand alone. They want to share. 


They are afraid of any group exercising a monopoly of 


power, and the recent history of this country does not 
reassure them at all. They are particularly not reassured 
by the MMM. The average Hindu thinks this way: is it 
not true that they want to establish majority rule in 
South Africa? Do not the MMM and the other parties 
still present Muslim candidates in Plaine Verte? It is not 
easy to understand why this question of the ethnic 
identity of the prime minister should continue to domi- 
nate their concerns, when the Hindus are spoken of as 
being the majority in the country. I believe that a prime 
minister should be a source of pride for the nation and 


should give a good example, particularly in terms of 


national unity. 


To provide the right answer to your question, | would 
ask the following questions, to be answered by all con- 
cerned. Why, since its creation, has the MMM had a 
Hindu as president, and why was Jugnauth presented as 
its candidate for prime minister from 1976 to 1982? And 
why was Bhagirutty presented in 1987 as the MMM’s 
candidate for president of the republic but without any 
real power, with Nababsing as prime minister? Why does 
the MMM agree that Jugnauth should again be presented 
as candidate for prime minister despite everything which 
has come out? Why did the people vote for Sir Seewoos- 
agur Ramgoolam from 1948 to 1976 and then for Sir 
Anerood Jugnauth from 1982 to the present? Why have 
the PMSD and the other political parties accepted this 
situation? Why have the political parties always pre- 
sented Muslims as candidates in Plaine Verte and only 
Hindus, depending on their castes, at Triolet, Good- 
lands, Flacq, and Rose Belle? In South Africa why do 
they fight to have majority rule respected—that 1s, a 
black majority, 19 million against 4 million whites? And 
do you think that a white could become prime minister 
of South Africa after postapartheid elections? Why ts it 
that in Africa the chiefs of state have come—in almost a 
majority of cases—from the tribes which are a majority 
of the people? Do you think that some day we will have 
a black leading countries such as the United States, 
Great Britain, and France? And that a Muslim will one 
day be prime minister of India or a Hindu will be prime 
minister of Pakistan? If the answer is that it 1s necessary 
to respect majority rule—certainly not to the detriment 
of the minorities—the prime minister coming from the 
majority ethnic group should be a source of national 
pride. In my view all of the component groups in the 
Hindu community are equal and have the same rights. 
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Extremists and Criminals 


| WEEK-END] What do you think of the communal, and 
even racist campaign which is being carried on in the 
Hindu community and which threatens to endanger 
national harmony? 


| Boodhoo] First of all, | find this campaign disgusting. It 
began in an abject way when, in the course of the partial 
election campaign in District 15, it openly promised to 
take 100 steps in favor of the Hindu community if the 
Hindu community took one step toward the MSM. 
Then, on several occasions, because of a lack of foresight 
on the part of the government, members of Parliament 
regrouped on a purely ethnic basis. There has not been a 
single occasion in history when all Hindus have joined a 
single group. You must also realize that, when elections 
are near, politicians who are losing ground always play 
the communal or caste card, making people believe 
through what they say that the whole Hindu community 
is in danger of disappearing. Other campaigns of this 
kind are currently taking place in all of the communities, 
and we see racist movements “raise their heads” almost 
everywhere. I call on all political parties to stand aside 
from the extremists, and above all the criminals, who 
could cause racial strife at any time. I equally deplor the 
Balkanization of the Hindu community, cutting it into 
compartments, in order to ensure the victory of the 
MSM-MMM alliance. It is not in anyone’s interest to 
split the Hindu community into several parts. This 
community 1s currently going through a traumatic shock 
and feels that it is an orphan. 


The Hindus who fought for independence, beginning in 
the 1940’s, are thinking and looking around themselves. 
There is only a handful of middle-class elements— 
including people from all communities—who have ben- 
efited under this kingdom of the sun. Whereas the 
average Hindu counted on political authorities who 
would regulate affairs in such a way as to reduce the 
inequalities from which he suffers, along with other, 
disfavored communities, he feels betrayed today. He has 
not always enjoyed the fruits of his labors, his sacrifices, 
and his political commitment. Sir Anerood leaves him 
puzzled. Berenger makes him afraid, and a mass exodus 
has begun toward me and the Labor Party. I analyze 
events as a psychologist and not as a politician. How- 
ever, | should add that the Hindu community is not 
communal in outlook. Among its leaders have figured 
Cure, Anquetil, and Rozemont. However, it hardly feels 
secure about the improper entry of the MMM into the 
government. The present situation is propitious for the 
emergence of “extremisms” of different religions. I fear 
that we are sitting on dynamite. The general elections 
could, perhaps, resolve this problem. 


{WEEK-END} In your view what should the real issue be in 
the next legislative elections and what are the main themes 
which the political parties should propose to the people? 
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{[Boodhoo] The voters must punish the corrupt elements 
and those responsible for the present decadence. Cer- 
tainly, we have made economic progress. However, 
between 1982 and 1990 our national! debt rose from 
5,000 rupees to 32,000 rupees per capita. I hope that the 
government chosen in the next elections will not ruin the 
country through massive fraud. It is also necessary for 
the voters to choose a government team which will stand 
for renewal in terms of people and of ideas and which 
will be capable of managing the country in terms of 
stability and national harmony. As I know the realities, I 
very much fear that the voters will do exactly the 
opposite of what their interests require. 


Chaotic and Immoral Situation 


[WEEK-END] You have campaigned against fraud, cor- 
ruption, injustice, and crimes involving improper use of 
influence. What do you think about the different issues 
which have been in the news lately? 


[Boodhoo] My efforts against those responsible for these 
evils have cost me very dearly. | would remind you that 
I was expelled from the MSM because I annoyed cabinet 
ministers and those who sought to get rich by every 
means possible. Today I ask myself what the MMM is 
getting itself involved in. Corruption has been institu- 
tionalized, and we are not far from the situation in which 
certain countries of Africa or of Latin America find 
themselves. I fear the waste of our resources. I ask that a 
new team of men and women lead the country and put 
an end to this chaotic and immoral situation. It is the 
voters who could put this country on the path of 
morality. Today politics has become a business which 
you enter to get rich or to protect accumulated wealth. I 
also note with regret that society is paying the price for a 
lack of moral leadership. The practices of letting things 
go, letting things be done, and letting things happen are 
destroying everything. Everything which I denounced 
from 1986 to the present turns out to be true today. What 
you now see is Only the visible part of the iceberg. I am 
afraid that corrupt people on both sides of political life 
will enter into an alliance to avoid talking about matters 
of common interest. It is necessary for the people to 
react. Not everything is acceptable. We must put a stop 
to all of that. 


[WEEK-END] What is your analysis of the political 
Situation, and what are the various scenarios which 
could be presented to the political parties between now 
and the next general elections? 


[Boodhoo] I must say that we live in an extremely 
unhealthy atmosphere, characterized by threats, black- 
mail, and terrible fear. However, I do not foresee that the 
MSM-MMM alliance will hold elections without being 
certain of victory. However, they know that they are ina 
trap, because any further waiting will also play the 
oOpposition’s game and threatens to be fatal to the MMM. 
In my view the budget is still the Sir Anerood’s high card. 
If the budget is well received, he may well call for 
elections. Holding municipal elections before legislative 
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elections would be suicidal for the MSM leader, because 
they will only consolidate the position of the MMM, 
whereas the MSM is already crumbling in the rural areas. 
Any further waiting will only do it harm, because the PT 
is like an elephant which is just standing up and will not 
reach its cruising speed until next year, unless some 
catalyzing event takes place. In saying that I do not 
underestimate in any way the strength of the MSM- 
MMM alliance. On the other hand the lack of profes- 
sionalism, the haphazard planning, the verbal slips of 
certain undesirable elements, and the undercover tug of 
war between the clan of Sir Satcam Boolell and Dr. 
Navin Ramgoolam are not good signs for the Labor 
Party. Perhaps its forthcoming party congress will 
resolve everything. After all, we remain the catalyst for 
ensuring that the results will be a change from one camp 
to the other. 


[WEEK-END] Are you still maintaining your principal 
demands—such as candidates on your own list—for 
being part of the PT-PMSD alliance? 


[Boodhoo] I have made certain proposals during my 
frequent meetings with the leaders of the PT and of the 
PMSD, aimed at the establishment of a credible alliance, 
by seeking to define and even limit, if not reduce, the 
role of certain people who, in my view, are vulnerable 
and who threaten to weaken an alliance which will have 
to face a strong opponent. There is nothing really per- 
sonal in all of that. I wish to assure the public that my 
political experience makes it possible for me to “rise 
above” certain things which are painful for me and my 
family. However, I remain convinced that a solid and 
dynamic government team could easily defeat the MSM- 
MMM alliance. People with bad records must leave the 
political scene. Only a strategy of attack on all fronts will 
make it possible to win the elections. We must never be 
on the defensive. | know that the MSM-MMM alliance 
has already prepared compromising cases which cannot 
be defended. Now, the soccer team which plays a defen- 
sive game never wins. 


[WEEK-END] In your view what are the principal 
criteria which should be applied to candidates for the 
Legislative Assembly? 


[Boodhoo] Each candidate should bring his own block of 
supporters to give a feeling of security to all of the 
component parts of Mauritian society. They should also 
keep in mind the interests of all and help to deal with the 
major challenges, both internal as well as external, which 
will be presented to us. These include: a Europe without 
customs barriers in 1992, international competition, 
strengthening democracy and justice, the improvement 
of our social services, and a process of planning in still 
other areas. To do that, my party is working on seven 
cases in order to manage more effectively certain, pri- 
ority sectors for the country. The country is also thirsty 
for “clean politics.” A candidate for deputy in the 
National Assembly must meet the aspirations of the 
people. He should be the source of inspiration for every 
Mauritian family and child. He must be a source of pride 
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for Parliament. In short we must make sure that the sum 
total of the character of each of our 70 deputies repre- 
sents the national character of the country. A law pro- 
viding for the enactment of a code of conduct for 
members of Parliament could be the remedy. 


[WEEK-END] After they declare their assets, what other 
commitments should a deputy, and even a cabinet 
minister, have to make to the people to make sure that he 
has made things perfectly clear? 


[Boodhoo] We live in a climate of fear where those who 
wish to denounce injustice take a major risk, because the 
truth is being stifled. If the government really wants to 
determine who 1s engaged in fraud and who has nothing 
to hide, and if the government wants openness, I make 
the following proposal to it. Appoint a commission of 
inquiry regarding the cabinet ministers. For the public 
believes that corruption is now present in government 
offices. Or, the government should appoint a special 
court to deal with cases of corruption, giving its commis- 
sioner full powers. Let me add the words “without 
hindrance” [preceding words published in English] in 
the above sentence. On the basis of the evidence which | 
have collected, | promise to give you a few names, 
particularly those of the people who say that they are 
purer than the driven snow. The current laws and the 
way in which they are applied are now just a joke. You 
change the rules of the game when and how it pleases 
certain people. 


Mozambique 


Government Delegation Departs for Rome Talks 


MB1807075391 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 0700 GMT 18 Jul 91 


[Text] Transportation and Communications Minister 
Armando Guebuza has said the Mozambican Govern- 
ment delegation to the Rome peace talks with Renamo 
{Mozambique National Resistance] has been mandated 
to do all it can to achieve peace as soon as possible. The 
government delegation leader said this last evening on 
his departure for Rome where another round of peace 
talks is expected to begin during the weekend. Armando 
Guebuza noted that past experiences have shown that 
the government's flexibility has not always been recipro- 
cated by Renamo. 
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Machungo: LISSR Aid Withdrawal ‘Severe’ Impact 


MB1707164091 Dakar PANA in English 
1610 GMT 17 Jul 91 


[Text] Maputo, 17 July (AIM/PANA)}—The withdrawal 
of Soviet assistance has had a severe impact on the 
Mozambican economy, the country’s Prime Minister 
Mario Machungo has said. He told Parliament on 
Tuesday that it has not been possible to maintain the 
favorable conditions which used to figure in the agree- 
ments with the Soviet Union in the military field, in 
technical assistance, health, education, and the supply of 
refined fuels. 


This has left the Mozambican Government in a worse 
situation than it had expected when it drew its last budget in 
{words indistinct] Machungo said. He said urgent measures 
should be taken to improve the use of the funds in all sectors 
of government, including the military. 


Zambia 


New Constitution Bill Comes Under Criticism 


MB1607185891 Lusaka Zambia National Broadcasting 
Corporation Network in English 1800 GMT 16 Jul 91 


[Text] The constitution bill to govern Zambia in the 
Third Republic if passed by parliament, came up for 
second reading in the House today with three back- 
benchers, who debated the bill, rejecting some parts of it. 
Solwezi Member of Parliament Mr. Humphrey 
Mulemba, who debated the bill at length, said the 
majority of the demands of the people were not con- 
tained in the bill before the House. 


He cited the appointment of cabinet from outside par- 
liament as undemocratic, saying such a cabinet cannot 
be accountable to the people of Zambia as it will not be 
composed of elected members. Mr. Mulemba added that 
too much power was placed in the president, thereby 
creating a Situation where the country will be moving 
from a one-party rule to a one-man dictatorship. He 
warned the House that if the bill was passed, members 
will have betrayed the people by moving from a repre- 
sentative government to a one-man government. 


Other members who spoke strongly against the bill, were 
Mulobezi Member Mr. Leonard Subulwa, and Siavonga 
Member Mr. Frederick Kapunda. 
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Ivory Coast 


Senegal’s Diouf Meets With Houphouet, Departs 


AB1807132591 Abidjan Radiociffusion Ivoirienne 
Radio in French 1930 GMT 1° Jul 91 


[Excerpt] Abdou Diouf, the Senegalese head of state, left 
our economic capital this morning at 1100. He was seen 
off by Prime Minister Alassane Dramane Ouattara, who 
was accompanied by Mr. Henri Konan Bedie, the 
speaker of the National Assembly, and members of the 
government. Before leaving for Dakar, Mr. Diouf said 
that he was completely satisfied with the talks he held 
with his elder, President Felix Houphouet-Boigny. There 
was an identity of views on all subjects. He said they 
discussed topics such as the Economic Community of 
West African States, the economic integration, current 
African issues, and the situation in Liberia. [passage 
omitted] 


Liberia 


Sawyer Cites Taylor ‘Intransigence’ on Disarming 


AB1707172091 Accra Ghana Broadcasting Corporation 
Radio Network in English 1800 GMT 15 Jul 91 


[Text] The president of the interim government in 
Liberia, Dr. Amos Sawyer, says his administration 
believes that a political solution to the crisis in his 
country should be found. According to him, the sooner 
the leader of the National Patriotic Front of Liberia 
[NPFL], Mr. Charles Taylor, is made to organize a 
political party and contest elections, the better it would 
be for the Liberian people. 


Dr. Sawyer was answering questions from the press corps 
of The Castle, Osu, after holding discussions with the 
chairman of the PNDC [Provisional National Defense 
Council], Flight Lieutenant Rawlings. For the details, 
here is Teye Kitcher: 


{Kitcher] Dr. Sawyer (said) the press corps enabled him 
to explain some aspects on the search for a peaceful 
solution to the Liberian conflict—the issue of Charles 
Taylor’s intransigence regarding the disarming of forces 
of the NPFL and his exploitation and export of the 
national resources of Liberia. Dr. Sawyer said his admin- 
istration believes the course being pursued by ECOWAS 
[Economic Community of West African States] is appro- 
priate. In his view, the intervention of ECOMOG 
[ECOWAS Cease-Fire Monitoring Group] prevented an 
Otherwise explosive situation from developing in 
Liberia. 


Dr. Sawyer spoke in favor of a political solution to the 
crisis. As he put it: The sooner Charles Taylor is made to 
organize a political party and contest elections, the better 
it would be for the Liberian people. He said it is not 
possible, however, to pursue a political solution without 
the disarming of the various warring factions. Elections, 
Dr. Sawyer emphasized, require an atmosphere free of 
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intimidation. In his words, there 1s no way such an 
atmosphere could be achieved with people running 
around with arms since it creates the potential to cause 
havoc. Dr. Sawyer said his administration is now seeking 
ways of putting an end to the exploitation of Liberia's 
natural resources by the Charles Taylor faction: 


[Begin Sawyer recording] We continue to seek a solution 
perhaps to the... [changes thought] prevention of the 
(?removal) of our resources through the port. We have 
also made certain representations to the Ivorian Govern- 
ment about reports we have received of the exportation 
of some of our resources through Ivorian territory. We 
are working with ECOMOG and we continue to request 
that the most stringent measures are taken not only to 
prevent the importation of arms but to, indeed, have 
ECOMOG boats ensure that Liberian resources are not 
taken out through the ports behind Mr. Taylor's lines. 
[end recording] 


Dr. Sawyer said the interim administration 1s seeking a 
declaration from ECOMOG for ports controlled by 
Charles Taylor to be classified off-limit to ships except 
for the in-take of relief supplies. 


During his meeting with Dr. Sawyer and his | 2-member 
delegation, Chairman Rawlings expressed concern about 
the continued situation in Liberia and said every polit- 
ical means needs to be exhausted to achieve lasting 
peace. 


On the speculation in the Nigerian press that Dr. Saw- 
yer’s visit to Ghana 1s connected with a medal decora- 
tion for Lieutenant General Arnold Quainoo similar to 
the one awarded to Major General Dogonyaro of 
Nigeria, Dr. Sawyer confirmed that indeed they have 
such a proposal in mind. But Chairman Rawlings said 
the ECOWAS’ objective in Liberia was mainly a political 
problem and that the military aspect was a dimension of 
this political objective. Chairman Rawlings stated that 
though some successes might have been attained on the 
military front, the more important political objectives 
have not yet been realized, and theretore handing out or 
distributing medals at this time ts not appropriate. 


Taylor Satisfied With Yamoussoukro, Abuja Talks 


AB1707163091 Monrovia Radio ELBC in Enelish 
0900 GMT 17 Jul 91 


[Text] The leader of the National Patriotic Front of 
Liberia [NPFL], Mr. Charles Taylor, has expressed sat- 
isfaction with the outcome of the Yamoussoukro and 
Abuja conferences which discussed the restoration of 
peace in Liberia. 


In an interview yesterday with (’a radio team from) 
Burkina Faso, Mr. Taylor said he looked forward to the 
first meeting of a five-member ECOWAS [Economic 
Community of West African States] coordinating com- 
mittee headed by Ivorian President Houphouet-Boigny 
and the process leading to general and presidential 
elections in six months’ time. According to the NPFL 
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leader, there should be no reason why any Liberian who 
wants peace and democracy will not appreciate what he 
referred to as the steps being taken by ECOWAS leaders. 
He pledged to abide by the provisions of the Yamous- 
soukro communique. 


On relations with ECOWAS, Mr. Taylor said he had no 
personal hard feelings. He referred to the president, Dr. 
Amos Sawyer, as a long-time friend, adding that what 
matters now is the future of Liberia. What our feelings 
had been should not be the principal issue now. Liberia, 
(?her) people, and their lives must come first, Taylor 
concluded. 


Mali 


CTSP ‘Extraordinary Session’ on Attempted Coup 


AB1707114691 Bamako Radiodiffusion-Television 
du Mali Radio in French 0700 GMT 17 Jul 91 


[Text] The Transition Committee for the Salvation of 
the People [CTSP] held an extraordinary session on 16 
July 1991 at the People’s Hall under the chairmanship of 
Lieutenant Colonel Amadou Toumaini Toure. During 
this meeting, the CTSP chairman and head of state gave 
further details about the military coup attempt that was 
foiled on 15 July and whose perpetrators, Major Lamine 
Diabira and his accomplices, have been arrested. 


The CTSP, after being briefed on the sinister plan 
developed by the putschists, lauded the commitment of 
the (sound) elements of the armed and security forces 
and those of the democratic forces in order to consoli- 
date the basis of Mali’s young democratic process. The 
CTSP drew the lessons of this crushing defeat of the 
enemies of democracy in Mali. Proof has henceforth 
been given that no retrograde force, whether military or 
civilian, can any longer subdue our people and turn them 
away from their mission of national reconstruction and 
that of building a democratic state, processes that were 
launched on 26 March 1991. 


Malian patriots must henceforth be aware of the fact that 
the army 1s part of the people and that in return the 
people are nothing without their army. Today, more than 
ever before, unity among army and security forces and 
civilians, as part of the national reconciliation process, 
must be effectively sealed in order to block the way for 
the destroyers of our young democracy. 


The CTSP noted with satisfaction that calm has returned 
throughout the national territory and called on the 
people to make vigilance the rule of the thumb in order 
to safeguard the democratic process. This task also 
demands that people who embezzled funds and enriched 
themselves illicitly under the former regime be rapidly 
spotted and punished in conformity with the law. 


The second aspect of yesterday's meeting was devoted to 
the situation in the northern regions. The CTSP reiter- 
ated the call made on 14 July by the head of state which 
aimed at resolving our country’s problems, whatever 
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their nature, through democratic channels. The meeting 
reaffirmed the determination of the CTSP and the 
government to achieve peace through dialogue and 
exchange of views. As the head of state said, the CTSP 
and the government will assume all their responsibilities 
to provide the necessary assistance to the people through 
adequate structures, to restore peace and the safety of 
persons and property, and to guarantee conditions for a 
better implementation of the democratic process in the 
service of the entire nation. To achieve these goals, the 
CTSP called on all the democratic organizations and 
associations as well as the armed and security forces to 
remain vigilant so that together we can win the battle 
against insecurity and win the war for development in 
democracy. 


Niger 


President Renounces \I1NSD Party Chairmanship 


AB1307064291 Niamey Voix du Sahel Network 
in French 1200 GMT 12 Jul 91 


{Address of General Ali Saibou, president of the 
Republic, on 12 July: place not given—recorded] 


[Text] People of Niger: A few months ago during the 
congress of the National Movement of the Development 
Society [MNSD]-Nassara, | announced my decision to 
accept the chairmanship of this political party until the 
national conference could be convened. Now that this 
national conference 1s approaching and in the face of the 
passions that it has generated coupled with the risks of 
confrontation and division that now threaten Niger, | 
have decided as of today to place myself above all the 
political parties. | therefore renounce the chairmanship 
of the MNSD-Nassara. I will devote myself exclusively 
to my duties of president of the Republic. | urge all of 
you to carefully analyze and understand the reasons for 
this decision which I have just taken 1n the sole interests 
of Niger and its people. I thank you. 


Nigeria 


Third Army Battalion of ECOMOG Welcomed Home 


AB1607172591 Dakar PANA in English 1611 GMT 
16 Jul 91 


[Text] Lagos, 16 July (NAN/PANA}—Troops of the 
Third Nigerian Army Battalion to the ECOMOG [Eco- 
nomic Community of West African States Cease-Fire 
Monitoring Group] peace-keeping operations in Liberia 
have returned home, the Army announced Tuesday in 
Lagos. The general officer commanding, | Mechanised 
Division, Brig. Abdusallam Abubakar, who received the 
troops on arrival, commended them for their impressive 
performance through military professionalism. 
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Sierra Leone 


Abass Bundu Reacts to Suspension From APC 


4B1707220391 London BBC World Service in English 
1705 GMT 16 Jul 91 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] The ECOWAS [Economic Community of West 
African States] executive secretary, Abbas Bundu, woke 
up to a shock this morning. He heard on the BBC that he 
had been suspended from the Sierra Leonean single 
party, the APC [All People’s Party] along with several 
other party members. Despite his regional job, Dr. 
Bundu remains as an MP in the Sierra Leone Parliament. 
He and others had recently been involved in a stormy 
parliamentary debate which helped usher in a multiparty 
system, agreed to by President Momoh. On the line to 
Lagos, where the ECOWAS boss is based, Tim Ecott 
asked Dr. Bundu what he made of his suspension: 


{Begin recording] [Bundu] The only information I have 
received 1s through your own channel, the BBC, and on 
the assumption that that is correct, then I sincerely 
cannot Say with any degree of certainty why that decision 
was taken. 

{[Ecott] Have you not made any attempt to find out what 


the official position regarding your membership of the 
APC 1s” 


{Bundu] Well communication from Lagos is not one of 


the easiest things at the present time. One can dial 
various parts of the subregion from Lagos, but it 1s not 
easy to do so with regards to Freetown. So | have not 
been able to reach Freetown directly. As I said, | have 
not been notified officially about this. All | have received 
iS through your own channel, the BBC. But if the idea 1s 
to exclude people from Parliament, then I am afraid it 
will be tantamount to denying the constituents they 
represent in Parliament. Their right 1s to be represented 
there and it does call for appropriate action in courts— 
for the courts to declare whether or not such an action 
can be taken against the members of Parliament. 


[Ecott] Can I just ask you then—If these events are 
proved to be true, what do you think you can do to 
reverse them’? 


{Bundu] Well certainly, what I think should be done—I 
am a great believer in the rule of law—is that | will seek 
legal remedies through the courts to ascertain and 
declare through a declaration whether my suspension 
from the APC party will deny me my right to take my 
seat in Parliament and indeed will deny my constituents 
their rights to be represented in Parliament. | think that 
will be the proper thing to do. 


{Ecott] Are you actually very upset at the prospect of 


being suspended” 


{Bundu] No, it 1s within their power. It 1s within their 
prerogative to decide that kind of question within the 
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councils of the APC. | do not quarrel with that at all, but 
if they seek to visit (?such) consequences on the affected 
members because of that decision, then I think the 
proper thing for those members to do, including myself, 
is to seek legal remedy through the courts. 


[Ecott] Well apart from legal remedy, is there any sug- 
gestion you might be ina position to form a party of your 
own? 


{[Bundu] Well the process of returning the country to a 
multiparty system 1s still in progress. The bill has passed 
Parliament. It is now to be subjected to a referendum in 
the country following which it will receive the assent of 
the president and become law. | think I will rather wait 
until the whole situation 1s legalized before I decide what 
to do next. 


{Ecott] Do you feel that the government in Sierra Leone 
may believe that you are about to try to form such a 
party, though” 


{[Bundu] Well they can believe anything that they wish to 
believe, but what | do know ts that indeed, if it is my 
desire to form a party, | believe under the new dispen- 
sation which 1s to become law shortly, it 1s my right to do 
SO. 


[Ecott] So you do see yourself as a potential leader of a 
new party” 


{Bundu] Well leader or not is another matter—that 1s for 
people to decide—but what I would certainly resist 1s for 
my rights, my fundamental rights, my constitutional 
rights, to be infringed upon, to be trampled upon. I think 
it would be wrong for us to Start the return to democracy 
in that way 


[Ecott] Are these events going to affect your role within 
ECOWAS? 


{[Bundu] No. As far as | know, I was appointed here by 
the authority of heads of state and government. It 1s, of 
course, within their prerogative to decide. I only have 
another year to run, in any event, but I think prudence 
demands—once such a situation is reached—prudence 
demands that I myself take whatever decision I consider 
appropriate in the circumstances and 1s in my own 
interests and in the interests of my colleagues and my 
constituents. [end recording] 


New Opposition Party Launched in Freetown 


18180709409] London BBC World Service in Enelish 
ISIS GMT 17 Jul 91 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] The ruling All Party Congress, APC, in Sierra 
Leone, now has a public rival. A political party has been 
launched at a press conference in Freetown. It 1s called 
the National Democratic Party. It is the first party to be 
formed since the introduction of a one-party system in 
1978, but although Sierra Leone is moving towards a 


Ww WEST AFRICA 


multiparty system again, there has not as yet been any 
official go-ahead for opposition parties to be formed. On 
the line to Freetown, Elizabeth Ohene asked journalist 
Matthews Tostavin who is in the new party. Are there 
any known names’ 


[Tostavin] There were not any old members of govern- 
ment in the party. They are mostly young and protes- 
sional, virgin politicians, as the publicity secretary, Mr. 
Spencer, described them. Freetown based but many of 
them with roots in the provinces. They are generally such 
things as lecturers, solicitors, businessmen 


[Ohene} And did they say anything that sounded like 11 
will tire the imagination of people? 


{Tostavin] What they said were mainly broadly based 
themes on such subjects as national unity, public partic- 
ipation, restructuring of the economy, discipline, pride 
in the country, and so forth. The party said they were 
working On a manifesto to set Out strategies which 1s only 
to be published after the president's signature on a 
multiparty constitution. 


{Ohene}] Now who ts their leader? 


[Tostavin] They have no leader. What they said at the 
moment is that they believe in collective responsibility 
The party leader who presumably would stand for pres- 
idential election has not been selected at this stage 


[Ohene}] Now it is not yet legal to have a separate 
political party in Sierra Leone, is it? Now how did they 
tackle that? 


[Tostavin}] Well they would disagree with you on this 
Mr. Jesse Gooding, a legal adviser, in reply to this 
question, pointed out that the 1978 Constitution pro- 
vides for the one recognized party, the APC. It does not 
specifically prohibit any other party although, he pointed 
out, the party cannot be recognized until Sierra Leone 
has another constitution. We do not consider we are 
committing any crime, he said. We have decided to take 
a plunge. Now it ts up to the authorities. Let them come 
and charge us. We believe we have done nothing wrong. 


[Ohene}] What about the launch itself? Was it a high 
protile affair? 


[Tostavin] Well the launch itself was not intended as a 
rally but more of a press conference. There were around 
100 members of the public who did attend who must be 
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people who were just in passing. The people | spoke to 
after the meeting, asking them their opinion, they 
expressed a great deal of interest in the party but said 
they barely approved of their aims. They had been very 
broadly based and they questioned the party's ability to 
put them into practice. | did speak to one man, Augustin 
Brown, who told me that only today do | really believe in 
multiparty. Having seen this meeting, it makes me very 
happy. 


{Ohene} You know that the ruling APC has sacked eight 
prominent members and there has been speculation that 
they are going to form a separate party, Bundu and 
them” Has this party got anything to do with them” 


{Tostavin}] This party has nothing to do with them. They 
claim that they have nothing to do with any of the old 
men, that they are virgin politicians, that this is the first 
lume any of them have engaged in politics. [end 
recording] 


Liberia's Sawyer Meets With President Mlomoh 


18170722109] Monrovia Radio ELBC in English 
0900 GMT 17 Jul 91 


{Text} The president of the Interim Government of 
National Unity of Liberia, Dr. Amos Sawyer, in contin- 
uation of his current round of consultations with leaders 
of the West African subregion, yesterday held talks at 
State House with Sierra Leonean President Joseph 
Momoh. President Sawyer’s first talks centered around 
ongoing peace talks (?within) Liberia and arrangements 
for the repatriation in Sierra Leone of Liberian refugees 
before the holding of free and just general and presiden- 
tial elections in six months. 


On arrival at Lungi Airport from Accra, Ghana, Dr. 
Sawyer. however, received an enthusiastic welcome trom 
hundreds of Sierra Leoneans, led by the first vice presi- 
dent, Salia Jusu-Sheriff, and Foreign Minister Dr. Abdul 
Karim Koroma. An Executive Mansion release said 
Interim President Sawyer arrived in Freetown yesterday 
after he had held talks—two hours of talks—with Gha- 
naian leader Flight Lieutenant Jerry Rawlings 


While in Ghana, President Sawyer visited Liberian ref- 
ugees at the Buduburam refugee camp and assured that 
the interim government was doing everything possible to 
help them return home at the earliest possible time 
Meanwhile, Interim President Dr. Amos Sawyer 1s 
expected to return home today 
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